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Marshall 15 At the 125th ECC Annual Meeting in St. Paul, Minnesota, three Alaskans were in-
Update volved in the ordination ceremonies and celebrations! The Reverend Mary Putera and

the Reverend Jason Stromstad completed the ordination process and were both or
What 6s dained. The Reverend John Hege finished the process of transferring his ordination
Happening... 16 into the Covenant. How we thank God for those who follow the ordination process
which allows for the greater body of Christ to affirm their call.

Ost Family 17

Reunion During the ordination service, 57 individuals were ordained to Word and Sacrament;
10 individuals were ordained to Specialized Ministry; 14 individuals transferred their
Just Swuff... 18 ordinations; one individual was commissioned for staff ministry; and threetéony
missionaries were consecrated. At another service, 19-tslortmissionaries, one
Ways to Help 19 project missionary and four lortgrm missionaries were commissioned.

Congratulations Mary, John and Jason! Blessings on you!
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Pastor Jason Stromstad went to Pastor the
Scammon Bay Covenant Church in March
of 2010. He spent time at the Bible Camp |,
and July/August raising support for his
ministry in Scammon Bay.

Pastor Brad Olson will be in Golovin in August of this
year. He is married to Julie and they have one son, Zeb.
They are looking forward to seeing the parsonage, which

has a mak@ver, thanks to Arctic Barnabas Ministry!
Bayos

Jason Stromstad
Scammon
New Pastor

Gol ovinds [New
Brad Olson with wife,

Julie and son, Zeb.

Hank Pearson Honored at ECC 125th Annual N

Pastor and former Alaska Regional Field
Director, Hank Pearson, was among 18
individuals who received Clergy Life-
time Service recognition at the 2010
ECC Annual Meeting in St. Paul, MN.
We continue to thank God for the ser-
vice of the saints who laid the founda-
tion of Jesus Christ in Alaska. Congratu-
lations to Rev. Pearson!

Other highlights of the meeting were:

|l

597 credentialed delegates representing 282 churches, 11 regional conferences, and 15 mission regions.
Total registered conference attendance, including general conferees, was 926.

Twenty-six International guests were introduced in honor of the 125th anniversary year.

All former Council Administrators and Council of Superintendents members who served since the Cove-
n a n 100ttsanniversary, were invited back, thanked, and honored at this 125th Covenant Annual Meeting.

The Covenant Annual Meeting approved a 2011 Mission and Ministry Budget, which will support the fol-
lowing ministries:

Worl d Missionéédéécééé sanssoo.

Church Growth and Ev &642d000i s mé é é é é
Compassi on, Mercy & $4099000c e é € é é é.
Ordered Ministryéééé§léed42d0e0é é
Christian For mati on é 8162460806 é é . . .
North Park Universit $1,18008e mi naryeéééé

Twenty-one churches were received into membership, representing cumulative attendance of 2,796.

\' Ways Your
g", Hands and Heart
\‘i Can Help!
Pray
Our newsl etter, OChi |

stories about the people and the ministry of
ECCAK throughout Alaska. If you would like
to be added to our mailing list, please let us
know.
Encouragement

Writing and/or calling those who serve in
the bush is a great ministry. Want to partner
with a church or a pastor? Ask for a prayer
card of one of our team members.

Mission Teams
Often times we have need for teams of peo-
ple to come and join with a local church,
camp, college, youth group, etc. for a construc-
tion project or outreach event. You can con-
nect through Alaska Merge Ministry at:
www.akmerge.com/how -it -works

Financial
God often calls people to give to ECCAK
beyond the normal local church tithe. And
sometimes churches place ECCAK in their
mission budget. Some are led to leave a gift
through estate planning for work in Alaska
into the future.

Credit Card Donations
ECCAK can receive donations via credit
cards. You can contact the ECCAK office
(907) 694-6348 and Sara or Yvonne will be
happy to assist you.

Teachers or Nurses
Christian teachers and nurses often come
to bush Alaska to serve in the local Covenant
church during off hours.

Pastors/Youth Workers
Often we have empty pulpits and are in
need of pastors, short and long -term. Some
villages have no one reaching out to the
youth.

Donate Air Miles
If you accumulate free air miles, please

|cqn§{'d§r d%%ti%gstoéhelp 3 béjsh pagter Iand o f

family get away for some respite.

Give to Bible Camp

Through the ECCAK office, you can do-
nate money to help send a child or young
person to Bible Camp!

ECCAK mission

To make disciples of Christ through a diverge

culturally relevant withess by healthy missional

churches and their supporting organizations.
ECCAK Vision

To challenge and assist every local church [to

become one th& R O WS é

G= Godds Word
R = Relationships va
O = Outreach v@
W = Worship
S = Service

The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska
[ECCAK]isanonconf erence #fnfieldo of
Church of Americagdependent on the gifts from
churches and people to carry out our mission for
Christds sake in
Field Director: Rodney J. Sawyer
Associate Field Director: [ Empty ]
Church Plant Consultant: Mike Brown
Alaska AVA Coordinator: Melanie Smith
Office Manager: Sara Scoles
Office Assistant: Yvonne Edmonson

Al as
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Husband: Help,my wife
has gone into labor and
her contractions are 10
minutes apart!

Doctor: Calm down!
Please, just calm down. |
this her first child?

How Twins Are Made
[Submitted by Alice Tsai]
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Bill, the boss, was concerned that his employ-
ees weren't giving him enough respect, so he
tried an old fashioned method of persuasion:
He brought in a sign that said "I'm the Boss"
and taped it to his door. After lunch, he noticed
someone had taped another note under his:
"Your wife called... she wants her sign back!"
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ECCAK Staffing Changes

|l mmutable is a big theological word given to
changes. Life, on the other hand, does change.
may take us off guard. So it is with staffing changes at ECCAK.

First, we were saddened when Pastor Nathan Toots and his wife Isa-
bell e shared of their desire to
mands and fAretireo from his pos
Godds Word did say fAthere is a t
them it was time to hand the baton to another a little earlier than
pl anned. ECCAK is seeking Godods
Nat hanoés ter m, which was to concl

How we thank God for Nat hanos se
Field Director! His wise council and team spirit proved to be an in-
valuable asset to ECCAK. We know that life is filled with various
seasons and that Nathan will continue to be used of God as he remains
sensitive to the Lordds service
and Isabelle for your loving and giving spirit!

Nathan Toots
Assistant Field Director (Retired)

On a different note, we are also thankful to the Lord for the shg
ing of Pastor Mike Brown from the Northwest Conference. Agai
it seemed right with Dave Olson, Executive Minister of CG&
Superintendent Jim Fretheim and Field Director Rodney Sa
that Mike had a lot to offer Alaska in helping us in the area (
church planting. Mike brings a large reservoir of knowledge a
experience to this vital area of need in Alaska. He plans to vi
Alaska quarterly to meet with church planter and pastor Fra
Alioto as well as leaders involved in future church plants. Tha
you Mike for your willing heart to serve Alaska!

Mike Brown
Director of Church Planting t r a n
NW Conference

Yes, life if full of changes, but God the Immutable One, is oul
Constant . He sees us through

New ECCAK General Council Officers

Newly elected officers of the ECCAK General Council:

ajr: Nelson Dayies of Bethel
Bl e $$ I Wﬁ\l

ice Chair™Nathan Nagaruk of Nome
1 Treasurer: James Barefoot of Wasilla
1 Secretary: Cheryl Siemers of Soldotna

Godods



RFD Search Information Letter

By Dave Olson
August 19, 2010

Dear ECCAK friends,

Rodney Sawyer has done a superb job as Field Director of ECCA
the last 7+ years with his wife close at his side. He has chosen to
for a third term, and is looking forward to retirement with Nancy.
will miss Rodney and Nancy, and so appreciate their ministry to A
and the larger Covenant family.

The General Council of ECCAK has started the search process f
new Field Director. The search committee is pictured with their nam

The Search Committee met for the first time on August 13 and 14. We had a wonderful time listening to
each other and getting focused on our task! They will meet again in early November and early January
and expect to have a candidate to present to the ECCAK Annual Meeting at Anchorage First Covenan
Church from April 610.

One of the first tasks of the Search Committee is to solicit names from our ECCAK and ECC members
and churches of possible candidates for this position. If you have a name that you would like to suggest
please email that name and why you think that person would be a good candidate for the Field Directol
position to: RFDSearch@eccak.org.

Please join me in prayer that God will work through this process to help us identify the right person to
lead ECCAK into God's future.

Dave Olson
Executive Minister of the Department of Church Growth
and Evangelism of the Evangelical Covenant Church

Front Row (L to R): Byron
i Bruckner, James Barefoot,
§ John Uttereyuk, Max Lopez
5 Cepero.

Second Row (L to R): Nelson

. Davies, Valerie Thomas,

¥ Adam London, Dave Olson,

8 Chris Perriago, fi
Debbie Hamilton, Donna
Erickson.

Ost Family Reunion!

On July 23, 2010, the Ost Family (about 150 descendants) gathered at the Alaska Aviation Air Museum fo
family reunion in Anchorage, Alaska. The Alaska State Legislature honored the Ost Family.

Below is a small section from the Alaska State Legislature letter which honored the Osts:

August 1, 2010 marks the 100th anniversary of R
Nome, Alaska. The newlyweds came as missionaries for the Swedish Covenant Church on August 1, 19
L. E. , iGrandpa Ost o, i mmi grated from Ludvi ka, :
Americanborn daughter of Swedish immigrants. The Osts traveled to Golovin where Reverend Ost assum
the duties of the Swedish Covenant Mi ssion and
Home and Missions in Golovin and EIlim, they man
in remote rural areas as pastor and teacher for the Covenant Church.

The Ostods | egacy of hard wor k, compassion for
build a better life for all Alaskans. Their efforts helped to establish rudimentary health care services (Mrs. C
was a welknown midwife). They worked to establish schools, and organized Sunday schools and church
throughout the Seward Peninsula.

In honor of their years of service, a summit near White Mountain was officially named Mount Ost by th
Al aska Historical Commi ssioné6s Al aska Geographi

oOoGrandpa Ost

In 1979, JarDlov Schroder wrote a biography on L. E. Ost, better
known as fiGrandpao here in Al as

Unfortunately, for norSwedish speakers, Schroder wrote the book
in Swedish. But EnglisBpeakersnly were not to be denied the
stories of Grandpa Ost. Sometime later, the late and-tlorey
Covenant missionary and North Park Prof. Sigurd Westberg trans-
lated the book into English.

Copies of his translation have been floating around for several years.
Now, a few lucky people can read stories like:
AThe Wedding in a Sleepin
AfnGrandpa Killed a Grizzly With

There is so much history of the beginning of the Covenant in
Alaska woven throughout the book.

ECCAK is making 2 special offers:
for those who donate $200 or more to the ministry

The English translated version has been digitized, reformatted and fitted into a
beauti f ul fi h-aaftetl voobbea coved h and

Or for those who donate $25 or more to the ministry
The English translated version has been digitized, reformatted and fitted into a
beauti ful fAsofto bound covWwr.

For your treasured copy of tHimited supply please fill out the enclosed envelope right away.
Copies will be manufactured and mailed to donors on a first come basis. 7



