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...that Warms the Heart! 

Chilling News... 

Saying Farewell to Rodney  
            By Sara Scoles 

Tuesday, July 5th, 2011 was just an-
other normal day.  I got to the ECCAK 
office at 8:30, and settled into my 
morning routine.  James Barefoot was 
already in the office, and Rodney was 
out of the office at the ECC Annual 
Meeting, like normal for this time of 
year.  But, he had just retired as the 
ECCAK Regional Field Director on 
June 30th, 2011.  My new normal had 
just begun. 

This isnôt a story about my new normal, 
this is a brief reflection of the past 5 
years, serving my Lord and Savior 
along side Rodney Sawyer, Regional 
Field Director of ECCAK. 

Out of all the people that I know up to 
this point, Rodney is the epitome of 
serving others.  He always has Godôs 
best for others at heart.  Especially, 
Alaskan Natives.  Rodney is gifted in 
many areas, but you really see him 
shine, literally, when he is serving oth-
ers.  He has a love for others than can 
only come from Jesus! 

Rodney and I worked together on many 
things in the office, most of them ad-
ministrative.  But the moments I re-
member the most is when he tells me a 
story about someone that he has re-
cently or in the past interacted with.  
Every part of his being and who he is 
shines in those stories. 

Another significant characteristic of 
Rodneyôs is his work ethic and his dili-
gence in coming in early and working 
long hours.  His service to those in our 
covenant churches here in Alaska and 
those outside of the covenant is a bibli-
cal example of what it means to be 
called to serve others. 

The retirement of Rodney Sawyer is 
very bittersweet for our ECCAK staff.  
We will greatly miss Rodney and his 
humor, his love, and his devotion to the 
call that God had placed before him in 
serving 9 years as Regional Field Di-

rector of 
the Evan-
g e l i c a l 
Covenant 
Church of 
Alaska. 

Nancy & Rodney Sawyer  

James Barefoot  &         

Rodney Sawyer 
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The Book of Ecclesiastes (12 Bible chap-
ters) shows that biblical faith is broad 
enough to take in pessimism and doubt. 
Many take comfort in seeing themselves 
in the mirror of Ecclesiastes. I discovered 
that the Bible reflects those above 
thoughts; and the Bible concurrently offers 
hope in God who gives life greater mean-
ing. 

My mother, Elvira Pleasant (Granny) was 
born in the early 1890s in Egavik (between 
Koyuk and Shaktootik). She married Julius 
Pleasant (born in late 1880s) of Elim. They had 
one son, five daughters, and two adopted sons 
(Julius and Joseph). Both man and wife were 
strong Christians with Julius as a church leader 
and he had a roadhouse west of Elim. The 
village of Golovin had a church mission school 
(26 miles east of Him) that had Fall storms that 
floods the village of Golovin during most years. 
When the Rev. L.E. Ost wanted a more stable 
and permanent church mission school (1913). 
my grandfather told Reverend Ost of a better 
site location (Elim) for his Covenant Mission 
School (1990s ECCAK newsletter). 

Tragically, my grandfather killed accidentally in 
a spring, walrus hunt on the Bering Sea, left 
Granny to raise their children (mid-1930s) as a 
single parent. Being a widow was exacerbated 
when her son was killed during the early 
1940s. So Granny moved to the larger town 
of Nome (90 air miles west of Elim). That 
move sacrificed her sources of subsistence 
foods. Prior to that move, Granny adopted my 
brother, Joseph, born during 1937. 

Granny's oldest daughters were married and 
began having children from late 1930s to the 
early 1960s. My birth mother had two daugh-
ters with her first husband. He was tragically 
killed on the eastern side of Cape Nome in a 
small airplane crash. I was born (Oct 1945), 
and given to Granny in the traditional Inupiat 
way. This was prior to my birth mom marrying 
her second husband; they had about seven 
children born in the City of Nome. 

A patriarchal lineage book completed (The Otton 

Family) by one of my kinfolk (Koyuk) encouraged 
me to work on a matriarchal lineage recalled 
from my years of refined, reflective memories. 
My birth name, Oscar Eric Julius Katongan 
Pleasant, was shortened to Julius Eric Pleas-
ant. I have my grandfather's Inupiat name, 
Qiiyiisiiq (Spotted Seal). Granny told me that 
continuously for 18 years of my life -- now 
ingrained into my subconscious from an early 
age. Even elders told me that I'm their uncle, 
even before I learned to talk. 

Granny spoke the Yupik, Inupiat, and Siberian 
Yupik languages. Her multi-linguistic ability 
gave her bartering skills to trade her bounty of 
berries, dried fish, beach and tundra greens, 
and squirrel skins. Some of her bartered items 
were murre eggs, meat, seal skins, and 
bones. She made her own bone needles and 
sinew threads. I was taught to obtain the 
above products from the sea, the air, and the 
land by my uncles who mentored me to do that. 

Granny's modeled her strong, Christian 
faith. She was a faithful, prayer warrior for 
her children and grand-children for their 
goodness, and safety. She prayed to God 
for His grace, food, shelter, and for her 
kinfolk's safety when hunting on land and 
sea to return home safely to their families. 

                                      Continues on pg. 3 

Julius Pleasant Sr. and his wife Martha. 

Grannies Strong Faith 
By Julius Pleasant Sr. 
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Pray 

Our newsletter, ñChilling 
Newsò, is full of stories 
about the people and the 
ministry of ECCAK through-
out Alaska. If you would like 
to be added to our mailing 
list, please let us know. 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Encouragement  

Writing and/or calling those 
who serve in the bush is a 
great ministry.  Want to 
partner with a church or a 
pastor? Ask for a prayer 
card of  one of our team 
members. 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Mission Teams  

Often times we have need 
for teams of people to come 
and join with a local church, 
camp, college, youth group, 
etc. for a construction pro-
ject or outreach event. You 
can connect through Alaska 
Me r g e  Mi n i s t r y  a t : 
www.akmerge.com/how-it-
works 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Financial Threesome  

1.God often calls people to 
give to ECCAK beyond the 
normal local church tithe.  

2.Sometimes churches 
place ECCAK in their mis-
sion budget. 

3.Some are led to leave a 
gift through estate planning 
for ministry in Alaska to 
continue far into the future. 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Credit Card Donations  

ECCAK can receive dona-
tions via credit cards on our 
website, www.eccak.org or 
You can contact the EC-
CAK office (907) 694-6348 
and Sara or Chelsea will be 
happy to assist you.  

---------------------------------- 

 

Teachers or Nurses  

Christian teachers and 
nurses often come to bush 
Alaska to serve in the local 
Covenant church during off 
hours. 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Pastors/Youth Workers  

Often we have empty pul-
pits and are in need of pas-
tors, short and long-term.  
Some villages have no one 
reaching out to the youth. 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Donate Air Miles  

If you accumulate free air 
miles, please consider do-
nating to help a bush pastor 
and family get away for 
some respite. 

 

---------------------------------- 

 

Give to Bible Camp  

Through the ECCAK office, 
you can donate money to 
help send a child or young 
person to Bible Camp! 

ECCAK mission  
Working together to see 
more disciples among 
more populations in a 
more caring and just 
world. 
 

ECCAK Vision  
To challenge and assist 
every local church to 
become one that 
GROWSé 
G = Godôs Word  
  R = Relationships 
    O = Outreach 
      W = Worship 
        S = Service 

 
The Evangelical Cove-
nant Church of Alaska   

[ECCAK] is a non-
conference ñfieldò of the 

Covenant Church of 
America, dependent on 
the gifts from churches 
and people to carry out 
our mission for Christôs 

sake in Alaska. 
 

Interim Field Director:  
James Barefoot 

Church Plant  
Consultant: Mike Brown 

Alaska AVA  
Coordinator: Melanie 

Smith 
Office Manager:  

Sara Scoles 
Office Assistant:  
Chelsea Rushing 

Godôs justice knows no 

loopholes. 
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Life is not about how fast you run or how high you 
climb, but how well you bounce. 

Maybe Two Wrongs Can Lead To A 

Right  

 

Teacher:  Donald, how do you spell crocodile? 

Donald sat up straight at his desk as a big smile ap-

peared  on his face. He appeared quite confident. 

Donald: Thatôs easy teacher, K-R-O-C-K-A-D-I-A-L! 

Teacher:  NO, Donald, that is NOT how it is spelled 

  according to Webster ! 

Donaldôs eyes filled with tears and it was evident he 

felt  hurt and humiliated in 

front of his peers. 

Donald: Yes, but, teacher, you 

asked me how I spelled it. 

A man was terribly overweight, so his doctor put him 
on a diet. 

"I want you to eat regularly for two days, then skip a 
day. Then eat regularly again for two days, then skip 
a day. Repeat this procedure for two weeks. The 
next time I see you, you should have lost at least five 
pounds."  

When the man returned, he shocked the doctor by 
having lost nearly 60 pounds!  

"Wow, that's amazing!" the doctor said. "Did you 
follow my instructions?"  

The man nodded. "I'll tell you though, I thought I was 
going to drop dead on the third day."  

"From the hunger, you mean?" asked the doctor.  

"No, from the skipping." 

A grandfather overheard his 
granddaughter repeating the 
alphabet in reverent, hushed 

tones. 
"What are you doing?" he 

asked. 
"I'm praying, Grandpa," she 

said. "I can't think of the right 
words, so I just say all the 
letters. God will put them 

together for me, 'cause he 
knows what I'm thinking." 

God made us all perfect .Heôs just not done with most of us yet. 

Quiz Answers 

1.Nome Covenant/Harvey Fiskeaux 

2.Community Covenant/Ken Moore 

3.Mekoryuk  Covenant /Nathan Hanna 

4.Bethel Covenant/Hugh Forbes 

5.Unalakleet Covenant/Joel Oyoumick 

6.Hooper Bay Covenant/ Grant Funk 

7.The River Covenant (Kenai)/Frank Alioto 

8.Elim Covenant/ Don Cross 
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Living with Granny enabled me to learn my In-
upiat, ancestral lineage. I had face-to-face inter-
action for the first 18 years of my life with her, in 
town, and during our semi-nomadic movements 
for fish, birds, berries, plants, animals from the 
land and ocean (hunting, trapping, fishing, food 
gathering, etc.). She did not allow me to enter 
the boarding home schools like my cousins who 
did from the villages of Elim regional area. 

Daily I thank God in all I do and plan to do. 
I learned that gratitude begins with a 
thought about where I come from and 
where I am going in life. Granny's strong, 
Christian faith was demonstrated in my first 
eighteen years of life. Our Inupiat ways of 
living had no room for pessimism and doubt. 
I saw how Granny gave all that to God. He 
became her strong, spiritual helper. Elvira's 
strong, Christian faith had no room in her 
heart, mind, body, and soul for pessimism 
and doubt. Granny nurtured me into her 
knowledge of our Inupiat lineage and kin-
ship in the Norton Sound region. I believe 
that this knowledge will convey powerful, In-

upiat heritage for Granny's descendants to 
discover a strong Inupiat identity within them-
selves. Granny's modeled her strong, Chris-
tian faith. She was a faithful, prayer warrior 
for her children and grand-children for their 
goodness, and safety. She prayed to God for 
His grace, food, shelter, and for her kinfolk's 
safety when hunting on land and sea to return 
home safely to their families. 

Daily I thank God in all I do and plan to do. I learned 
that gratitude begins with a thought about where I 
come from and where I am going in life. Granny's 
strong, Christian faith was demonstrated in my first 
eighteen years of life. Our Inupiat ways of living had no 
room for pessimism and doubt. I saw how Granny gave 
all that to God. He became her strong, spiritual helper. 
Elvira's strong, Christian faith had no room in her heart, 
mind, body, and soul for pessimism and doubt. Granny 
nurtured me into her knowledge of our Inupiat lineage 
and kinship in the Norton Sound region. I believe that 
this knowledge will convey powerful, Inupiat heritage for 
Granny's descendants to discover a strong Inupiat iden-
tity within themselves.  

The Pleasant Family with Elvira Pleasant, in the center 
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Stake Your Claim in Alaskan Nostalgia  

ECCAK is offering another collectable. It is a book ñof history booksò that is now available. It contains historical nug-
gets of gold in the form of Alaskaôs past. Following are the books within the book: 

 

 

 

 

 

Also included is hundreds of old photos of the ñgood ole days.ò All in all, the book has around 350 two-sided pages. 
All the books and pictures have been digitized. What a gold mine! 

 

There are three opportunities for you to get this collectable one-of-a-kind book into your personal library through 
donating to the ECCAK ministry.  

 

¶ ONE: for a donation of $250 or more, you will receive the above book bound in a handcrafted an-

tiqued wooden enclosure. Each book covering is unique. There will be a limited supply of 20 copies 
made and they will be available on a first-come first-serve basis.  

¶ TWO: for a donation of $50, you can receive a handsomely designed, spirally bound version that 

would look great on any coffee table. This is an unlimited offer. 

¶ THREE: for a donation of $25, we will send you all the pages in loose form pre-punched for three-

ring binder storage. This is an unlimited offer. 

 

Which ever way you choose, you will have hours upon hours of combing 
through hundreds of pages; you will enjoy reading and learning about 
the good, the bad and the ugly of life and ministry in Alaska; you will see 
the faces from the past and recall the names of Alaskans you have often 
heard about. This book of Alaska history books is the epitome of what 
nostalgia is all about; it is the most comprehensive Covenant Alaskan 
historical collection available in one binding. To wet your appetite, we 
cut and paste an excerpt from the 1940 annual meeting report: 

 

ñThe conference was held at Elim this year.  In that little village of 
about 100 people they entertained from Thursday till Monday close 
to 250 visitors.  At this conference also there were some that re-
turned to the Lord.  Among the more important matters decided on at 
the business meeting were the following (1) To hold next year's con-
ference at Unalakleet; (2) To continue our missionary work by sup-
porting Wilson Gonangnon at Mt. Village; (3) To petition the airplane 
companies in this part of Alaska not to carry any intoxicating drinks 
from Nome or any other place to the villages in our district.ò 

1. A Time to Remember Alaskan Covenant History, 1887-1987 by Pastor Chip Swanson. 
2. Covenant High School: 25 Years by George Helton 
3. With God on the Dog Team Trail by Walter Anderson 
4. Covenant Missions in Alaska by L. Arden Almquist 
5. Alaska Reports to ECC Annual Meetings [1930-1979] compiled by Tim Miller for ECCAK 

Wooden Bound & Hand Crafted  

By Rodney Sawyer 

ECCAK Churches  
in need of Pastors: 

 Shaktoolik Covenant ��  Mountain Village ��   (Church to 
Come) in Anchorage ��  Kalskag Bible Chapel 

Websites to Check Out:  
Covenant Newswire:    www.covchurch.org ðclick on Newswire button  
Covenant Bible Camp (CBC):    www.cyak.org/bible -camp.html  
Advocacy for Victims of Abuse:    www.covchurch.org/women/ava  
Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska:    www.eccak.org (Check out our new website!)  
Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK):    www.cyak.org  
New Hope Counseling Center:    www.nhccak.org  
Alaska Christian College:    www.akcc.org  
Amundsen Educational Center:    aecak.org  
Arctic Barnabas Ministries:    www.articbarnabas.org (view new updates!)  
KICY:    www.kicy.org  

The ñIn It Togetheréò  
ECCAK Ministry Team                    

Nome Covenant , White Mountain Covenant, 
Golovin Covenant, Elim Covenant, Koyuk Cove-
nant, Shaktoolik Covenant, Unalakleet Covenant, 
Fairbanks Covenant, Mat-Su Covenant, Eagle 
River Covenant, Korean Hope Covenant, New 
Song Covenant, Anchorage First, Bethel Covenant, 
Mekoryuk Covenant, Hooper Bay Covenant, Scam-
mon Bay Covenant, Mountain Village Covenant,  
Kalskag Bible Chapel, The River Covenant Church, 
Marshall Community Church 
 
Our Supporting Organizations  
 
New Hope Counseling Center NHCC) 
Campus Christian Fellowship  (CCF) 
Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK) 
Alaska Christian College (ACC) 
Covenant Bible Camp (CBC) 
KICY Radio 

Save the Date:  

Oct. 25-28              Pastor Leader Retreat 
 
Mar. 28-Apr. 1 2012 ECCAK Annual Meeting 
 
2011 Bible Camp Dates: 
May 31 - Jun. 6 Leadership 
Jun. 6 - 13 High School 
Jun. 13 - 20 Jr. High 
Jun. 20 - 25 Trailblazers 
Jun. 25-30 Pathfinders 
TBD Vision 

Book Order  

Cut out and mail back in enclosed envelope.  

�F �� Yes with my gift of $25, please send me the following 
book (check one) 

�F �� Keith C, Fullerton: A life  
�F �� Jesus & The Eskimo  
�F �� Sometimes Smart is Good  

�F �� Yes, With my gift of $15, please send me With God 
on the Dog Team Trail  

�F �� Yes, With my gift of $75, please send me all 4 books 
 

 

NEW!- ECCAK History; A Collection of Books  

�F �� Yes with my gift of $25, please send me ECCAK His-
tory in loose pre-punched form. 

�F �� Yes, with my gift of $50, please send me ECCAK His-
tory  spirally bound. 

�F �� Yes, with my gift of $250. please reserve my copy of 
ECCAK History with wooden cover.(Not ready until 
July ) 

 
Mail to: 
Name:_________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City, State, Zip :_________________________________ 

Please include billing information on envelope form.  

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read: "The 

man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city but 

his wife looked back and was turned to salt." His son asked: "What 

happened to the flea?"  


