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will be focused on youth ministry, but will

share in the pastoral role as well. Roxanna,
who has a degree in business will be seeking
employment outside the home.



Tenth Class and Ten Year Anniversary for ACC

By Jackie Smith

Alaska Christian College wound up the 2€2@11 school term with a whirlwind of activ-

ity over the weekend of April #9to May T This year ds t heme
and change has truly been the order of the year! Welcomed by a chorus of cheers al
tears, seven students were baptized on Saturday afternoon after accepting Jesus Chris
their Lord and Savior.

At the annual Graduation Banquet,-\i€ar volunteers Sharon and Alan Finifrock were
honored as they retire to Minnesota to enjoy their children and grandchildren. Curtis an:
Kristi Ivanoff were also recognized for their 10 years of service as Curtis assumes the rol
of Field Director of the ECCAK. Krist
planned the 10 Year Reunion i T-058 aMehnew T
that God is preparing and calling the replacements for these faithful servants, but we wil
surely miss our friends and colleagues!

Sunday afternoon, students Sharon Ollie Alexie, Anna Louise Pancratz and Jaclynne Ke

Jackie Smith of ACC proud| Richards crossed the com-
displays 10th Anniversary cak&€ncement stage to rece
at ECCAK 2011 Annual Mee _Certificates of Biblical Stud

. -lies, and Venessa Grace Jo
ing for all the delegates to enj on, Jaber Hagi Mohame

Richard Charles Pomero
Jessica Ethel Steve and Bianca Kolene Tinker received Certif
of Biblical and General Studies. Twenty eight more ACC stud
attended the events and ceremonies surrounding the Sunday ¢ : :
tion. We ask your prayers aff ‘ 1
as they move on to summer jobs and/or the next step in their €
tion. The class of 2012011 represents 18 Native Alaskan villag]
and cities, two states from the lower 48 and two other nations.

The campus is changing too as we broke ground on a new
square foot extension to the Administration Building, funded
Department of Education Title Il grant. Construction will provid
biology classroom, a computer lab and a standard classroo
with ASmart Boardodo technol og%™
clude renovation of the library/learning resource center, so ret
students will find a new look in the fall as all construction should be finished by late September. Pray that the @opstructi
ceeds safely and on time!

The Finifrocks with President Keith Hamilton

New Student Success Center Proposed Grc;uhd Breaking



Master 0s Degrees for Tw

was honored in a fAho
2011 at the University of Alaska Anchora
Campus. Marta received a Master of So

~ Work.
Marta is married to Christian Muntean of Hg' g
\ « yond Borders, a ministry partner with ECCA®
. | which is located in Anchorage.
Kimberly [Sawyer] Pullen (right) of Eagle Rive® |
attended the same hooding ceremony as Migl |
Kimberly received a Master of Clinical Psych
ogy.
Kimberly is married to Ted Pullen, who is
carpenter/construction worker. They have t
children, Ana, Joshua and Emma.

Proverbs 31:1012 (NIV) '°A wife of noble character who can find?

She is worth far more than rubiéSHer husband has full confidence
in her and lacks nothing of value.
25he brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.

Covenant Youth of Alaska [CYAK] holds a strategic planning weekend retreat at Anchorage First. CYAK
provides a continuum of care for young people2b2throughout Alaska. From left to right: Doug Swanson
Rodney Sawyer, Phil Cannon, Byron Bruckner, Curtis Ivanoff, Nora Nagaruk, Dale Smith, Dave Hel\yvig,

John Hege, James Ventress, Lauren Ernst, Julie Diercks, Christian Muntean [from Beyond Borders and did :
masterful job of leading and guiding the group] and Marta Muntean.




Stake Your Claim in Alaskan Nostalgia

ECCAK is offering another collectable. It is a bootari- iof
cal nuggets of gold in the form of Al askads past. Foll o
1. ATime to Remember Alaskan Covenant History, 11887 by Pastor Chip Swanson.
2. Covenant High School: 25 Years by George Helton
3. With God on the Dog Team Trail by Walter Anderson
4. Covenant Missions in Alaska by L. Arden Almquist
5. Alaska Reports to ECC Annual Meetings [194379] compiled by Tim Miller for ECCAK

Al so included will be hundreds of old phot os o fsidadpages.figo
All the books and pictures have been digitized. What a gold mine!

There are three opportunities for you to get this collectableobaekind book into your personal library through donating to
the ECCAK ministry.

I ONE: for a donation of $250 or more, you will receive the above book bound in a handcrafted antiqued
wooden enclosure. Each book covering is unique. There will be a limited supply of 20 copies made and they
will be available on a firstome firstserve basis.

TWO: for a donation of $50, you can receive a handsomely designed, spirally bound version that would look
great on any coffee table. This is an unlimited offer.

 THREE: for a donation of $25, we will send you all the pages in loose forspyomehed for threeing binder
storage. This is an unlimited offer.

Which ever way you choose, you will have hours upon hours of combing
through hundreds of pages; you will enjoy reading and learning about the good,
P the bad and the ugly of life and ministry in Alaska; you will see the faces from
E((A—K HISTORY the past and recall the names of Alaskans you have often heard about. This
book of Alaska history books is the epitome of what nostalgia is all about; it is
the most comprehensive Covenant Alaskan historical collection available in
one binding. To wet your appetite, we cut and paste an excerpt from the 1940
annual meeting report:

A Collection of Books

fThe conference was held at Elim th
100 people they entertained from Thursday till Monday close to 250 visi-
tors. At this conference also there were some that returned to the Lord.
Among the more important matters decided on at the business meeting
s, e 1933 were the following (1) To hold next year's conference at Unalakleet; (2) To
continue our missionary work by supporting Wilson Gonangnon at Mt.
Village; (3) To petition the airplane companies in this part of Alaska not to
carry any intoxicating drinks from Nome or any other place to the villages

in our district.o




Covenant Work in Alaska History Quiz

Listed below are some significant events that have taken place in Alaska. See if you can match the dates in cc

A with the events in column Banswers on page 18)

Gol ovlin and mini

V\

A: Dates B: Events

1. 1867 a. First hospital constructed in Unalakleet

2. 1900 b. A Childrendéds Home opens in

3. 1912 c. Byron Bruckner joins the ECCAK Staff working with Youth & Outreach
4. 1919 d. Alaska becomes a state

5. 1920 e. Nome Covenant Church organized

6. 1948 f.  The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska (ECCAK) organized

7. 1955 g. The United States purchased Alaska from Russia

8. 1959 h.  Wilson Gonangnon, the first Native pastor arrives in Mountain Village
9. 1960 i. Henry W. Pearson elected as ECCAK Field Director

10. 1965 j.  Organic Act of Alaska Alaska gains Territorial status

11. 1973 k. Alaska Covenant Churches organized.

12. 1986 I.  Missionary Aviation and Repair Center (MARC) organized

13. 1987 m. Eagle River Covenant Fellowship begun

14. 1992 n. Radio Station KICY in Nome goes on the air

15. 1993 0. September, 7 Radio Station KYDK begins broadcasting in Bethel

Woman "Is there a problem, Officer?"

Officer: "Ma'am, you were speeding."

Woman "Oh, | see."

Officer: "Can | see your license please?"

Woman "I'd give it to you but | don't have one."

Officer: "Don't have one?"

Woman "Lost it four times for drunk driving."

Officer: "I see...Can | see your vehicle registration papers please."
Woman "l can't do that."

Officer: "Why not?"

Woman "l stole this car."

Officer: "You stole it?"

Woman "Yes, and knocked out the owner."
Officer: "You what?" v
Woman "l bonked him on the head, duct taped him like a mummy
and put him in the trunk."

The officer looks at the woman and slowly backs away to his car

A senior officer slowly approaches the car, clasping his half drawn
gun.

Officer 2: "Ma'am, could you please step out of your vehicle
please!"

The woman steps out of her vehicle.

Woman "Is there a problem, sir?"
Officer 2: "One of my officers told me that you have stolen this car

andbound and.gagaed (he ouncr,

A woman gets pulled over by a police officer and..

.The

and calls for back up. Within minutes five police cars circle the car.

Woman "Bound and gagged the owner?"

Officer2z " Yes, could you please
The woman opens the trunk, revealing an empty trunk.
Officer 2: "Is this your car, ma'am?"

Woman "Yes, here are the registration papers."

The officer is quite stunned.

Officer 2: "One of my officers claims that you do not have a drivdr's
license."

ope

woman digs into her hand
She hands it to the officer. The officer examines the valid licens.
He looks quite puzzled.
Officer 2: "Thank you ma'am, one of my officers told me you didj't
have a license, that you stole this car, and that you bound and
gagged the owner."

ag

The woman gets a dumbfounded look on her face.

Woman "l suppose he told you | was speeding, too."




The Pastorodés Tr alil

James Barefoot Associate Field Director

In mid-April while my mother was tending her garden flowers in S
Carolina, | was in the company of two Alaska village pastors as
travelled an ancient 400 mile trail of snow and ice! Pastor Brad (
of Michigan was finishing his/
pastor just below the Arctic Circle.
Pastor Amil Carter, born and raised in the Arctic village of Noorvik
spent his whole life in remote Alaska. The three of us made an ur

from three different directions meeting in Koyuk to travel the traf
pastoral care and fellowship. i
God blessed us with cool, clear weather and lots of good snow SSSH
Pastor Brad Olson visited four villages by snow machine travel. In Koyuk | invited veteranJames Barefoot
pastor Wassilie and Jean Mute to give first year pastor Brad some helpful
stories and advice. We finished the evening with Wass cranking up the traditional sweathouse and inviting Brad and btedbke
bath with him. While Wass and another local man were in there for an hour, Brad and | lasted for about 15 minutes!ntieuhadt a
ity was intense in that small space.
50 miles down the frozen trail in Shaktoolik, Amil, Brad and | were treated with
royal hospitality by two families. Palmer and Fena Sagoonik were our main
host where we stayed for two nights and had wonderful fellowship for long
hours around their bountiful table
beluga muktuk, and herring eggs with seal oil. We also ate one meal with Gary
and Lynda Bekoalok who work with the children in Shaktoolik. As visiting
pastors, we were invited to speak in Shaktoolik Evangelical Covenant Church
both Sunday morning and evening.
As we travelled further south through dense |ce fog that restricted visibility to
less than 20 feet of the trail ahead, we arrivegmi
Unalakleet , where we stayed in the home
Pastor Joel Oyoumik and his wife Olga. G
and Loss Healing ministers Dorothy Bekoa
and Mary Putera were also there. Between
Trip Map seven of us, the conversations around minig
and village lifestyle were invigorating!
Before that evening was done CYAK Executive Director Byron Bruckner led us down the snow
ten miles to fACovenant Bible Campd where Br
the first time.
This pastoral fellowship trail concluded with a 110 mile drive north to the village of Elim. Having
fresh wolf pack trail on the land and open sea on the ice, seven hours later we pulled into Elim ab&¥
the evening. Pastor Don Cross was just finishing up a gourmet meal for us of baked salmon anc+
crabs with vegetables. Long into that night we four pastors shared our challenges, victories, and™8 = & . £
strategies with one another and then finished in prayer. Brad and Amil

. l H The Alaska village pastor travels many trails over the seasons. This

: one, reciprocal in nature, served to stir our hearts for ministry and strengthen the bond of fellow
ship among shepherds of Christds church in

Pastor Care: Amil, James,
Brad and Don



A Cup of Juice and Tom

by Amanda Hunt of Mountain Village

After a rousing round of warrior ball followed by clothespin graders when | taught school here three years ago.
tag, one of our adult helpers begins handing out cups of lemThree ad
onade as 6th graders settleS

Its and | meet with this group of future leaders g
i BeS et Vi
the first cup to a boy named Ray. Ray takes it, notices that th

atufliay 'e®hingss W Bl Bam8sS eat’ sAatks, B res

ime fpr al sson and more serlou dlscussmg We are cur-
girl sitting next to him has dr kSi € o[? wa ”h"}eod
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tuck it away for later. choice teens might be tempted to make) and its alternative
(positive choice God would ask us to make with His help).

Tonightdéds #fitime bombo | eads
of us is good at and the gifts God has given us to use for help-
ing others. | ask the small group gathered round to write a list
of things they do well. Few are responsive, and | realize |
need to give them a tangible
|l essness and t | the othe
his own and of d her hi
no one told him t

about when | call you LeadedsL i f e . O
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Our Leadersi-Life group here in Mountain Village is just for

6th graders. In the fall, we will invite the new 6th graders so
that our group will expand and include both 6th and 7th grade
students. What a joy it has been to move back and reestablish
relationships with these students, most of who were my 3rd

Preaching and Teaching and Singing: Take It All Home
Audio Tapes [MP3] of the 2011 ECCAK Annual Meeting are available from the ECCAK office. You can request the following:
CD #1: Five sermons of all the evening sessions [Luda Kinok (2), Rodney Sawyer, Helen Cepero and Curtis Ivanoff].
CD #2: Teachings of Professor James Bruckner and Professor Max Lee on the difficult passages from the Scripture concard
women in leadership.*
CD #3: Singspiration on Sunday PM.
CD #4: The ECCAK 2011 Annual Meeting was recorded.
Please call or email the ECCAK office. We would ask for a donation of $5 per CD to cover handling and shipping costs.to\teamént)

Stan Summers fall the work he did in putting these together as well as 2) Lon Swanson for his engineering while at the meeting!
*We can also burn a CD of the five PowerPoint presentations of James Bruckner and Max Lee for an additional $5 donatemif fow
want them free, we can email them electronically, just email you request to our office. We are here to serve you.




Learning the Yupoi k

By Pastor Jason Stromstad

outside the village they are flown homleads toward healing as everyone is al-
by bush plane. It can be stressful forl@ved to experience grief together, out in
family to make arrangements to get thehe open.
loved one home, which can be com-
pounded when bad weather delays thein ke ot her pl aces |
return. death in our village are times of deep

sorrow and grief. Yet, these storms of
Whether they have returned home life are times that can feel overwhelming
plane or have passed on in their homand are difficult for any person to navi-
they are lovingly prepared for viewinggate.
dressed in a nice kuspuk or suit, and
placed in the living room either on a larggpring is here, our village has navigated
rectangular piece of plywood coveretthrough a number of deaths this past year
with a white sheet or in their coffin on thand we have six people on hold from the
floor. Family and friends gather in thainter. They are currently "buried" on the
house usually around-& PM to sing andground in 67 feet of snow in our ceme-
offer support to each other as they s$éry. The tundra is thawing, but we are
around the body of their loved one. Wt able to place them in the ground with
Prior to accepting the call to be Pastor dfaw our strength from the Lord and supemmittal services until the tundra thaws
the Scammon Bay Covenant church,pbrt one another as we begin our tinemough for us to do so.
was a hospital chaplain resident in Kalaith prayer, sing hymns and gospel songs
mazoo, MI. As a chaplain, | observeéd English and Yupik for next threetd esusé suffering, d
how people dealt with times of crisis, &ur hours, with a break for snacks, likean give us peace in the midst of the
well as, guided them through difficulagutuk and dry fish. This occurs for threet or ms o f i fe. He
times such as dealing with the death ohaghts with the funeral on the followingtorms from coming our way, but He will
|l oved one in the dayospital. I 6 ve guddus through them. In John 1126,
many friendships with people over the Jesus assures us, f
years and | 6ve be @&oanmew paatonitHisihasrbeew a sabestitthe &fe. Anyone who believes in me
customs and traditions of a number &@fme where | have felt the presence of thll live, even though they die; and who-
people groups regarding death. BeingHaly Spirit, who is our Comforter. | havesver lives by believing in me will never
new Covenant Pastor | began to obsetween moved as | watch those around shé e . 0 ( T NI V3 also rdcortisn
and try to understand the customs offer words and hugs of comfort to méesus encouraging us not to be afraid and
Scammon Bay and Yupik culture. Iand each other. There is something $hat He is busy preparing a place for all of
many ways, life in this part of buslered going on here that stirs my spirit angs who follow Him. Amen!
Al aska i s uni qgue Itsense dhathtree rComyfoltea & eats work.d v e
served the Lord in. Deep within the sorrow and grief we

experience is the healing work of the
An exampl e of a urConfouter. Adter sirgiogmwitH nlimeeouse x -
perienced in Yupik culture occurs whenfamilies, sharing in their sorrow, | see the
loved one passes on. If their death occwisdom of this practice and the path it

Summers...
Only In Alaska!




The Tallest Mountain in the World?

Can you name the tallest mountain in the world? Didtinuous dropi and yes, people have skied it. Crazy
Mt. Everest just pop into your head? If so, you're closepeople. Another fun fact about Denali is that it actually
T but not totally correct. has two summits. The South Summit is the taller of the
two, and naturally the one most climbed. The North
i ) o Summit is no shorty at 19,470 feet, but is often ignored
Mt. Everest, at 29’.029ﬁ’ is the highest mountain in theby those collecting peaks. When it comes to conquer-
world. But Everest's base is way up on the T|k_)etan PIa—Ing mountains, elevation definitely matters.
teau at 17,000 feet. So although this mountain reaches
an elevation higher than any other on the planet, its
baseto-summit height is actually closer to 12,000 feet. When it comes to seeing the tallest mountain in the
world, North Americans are in luck. The peak can be
, . viewed from afar in Anchorage, Alaska, the biggest
If we measure from base to summit, Alaska's Mt. cjty in the state. The best accessible views, however,

McKinley (known locally by its native name Denali, or 56 out of Talkeetna. a small town about a-tveoir
"the high one"), is the tallest mountain in

the world. (Caveat: the folks in Hawa
might take issue with this, as Mauna K
stretches over six miles, though only 13,
feet of those are above water.)

But Denali's base sits near 2,000 feet,
ing this mountain a rise of 18,000 feet.
fact, Denali has an entire wall that stretc

b .

longer than many mountains at 13,652 fe ]
Wickersham Wall, as its called, isone ca s = 0 > S oL Y
i SOV e x > 1

2011 Conference and Village Partrships Rampin

Summers in Alaska are as busy as anywhere in the world! Everything up of the parsonage above the church sanctuary.

comes to life, as it were, and gathering and hunting and fishing begin!

Peopl eds spirits are |ifted as Thele enaylbé ghertplans aml gativities withcother partnerahi

day . Alt is a wonderful i feodo wlhesECOAK toffice is urmwareeof] bubtige Lbrd knbwp arml ced
How we thank God for the opportunities He gives to demonstra]

This is also the time when the Conference and Village Partnershiplove to one another!

takes on a different dimension, because construction projects often

must wait for summer. This year is no different with many projects

and ministry plans in the works. Following is what we are aware of at

the time of this writing:

1. East Coast and Koyuk are partnering on building a shop for
Pastor Wass Mute. It will be identical to the one built by the
Midwest Conference in Mountain Village.

Northwest and Shaktoolik are partnering and doing a roake

in the church basement. Glen Mehrens is overseeing this work
again this year.

Northwest and Unalakleet will have targeted insulating and
siding of church, new roof on gym, and flooring in the gym
parsonage, again overseen by Glen.

Midwest and Mountain Village are excited about the sprucing
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