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May/June 2011 Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska 

...that Warms the Heart! 

At the 92nd Annual Meet-

ing of the Evangelical 

Covenant Church of Alaska, 

the delegates overwhelm-

ingly affirmed and con-

firmed Rev. Curtis Ivanoff 

as the newly elected EC-

CAK Regional Field Direc-

tor! It was a momentous day 

in the history of the church 

in Alaska and there was 

much celebration in heart 

and spirit! The finale will 

come when Curtis takes his 

family to Colorado in June 

to be commissioned at the 

ECC 2011 Annual Meeting 

in Estes Park. 

 

The picture above shows 

Curtis on his knees with his 

wife, Kristi and daughter 

Charis, standing by. Chair 

of the ECCAK General 

Council, Nelson Davies and 

Executive Minister of the 

Department of Church 

Growth and Evangelism, 

Dave Olson, laid hands on 

Curtis and prayed. 

 

The night before, there was 

time to honor both Rodney 

Sawyer and Nathan Toots, 

who have served together as 

Regional Field Director 

[RFD] and Associate 

RFD respectively. 

 

Rodney strongly af-

firmed the decision of 

the General Council in 

selecting Curtis, ñNot 

only did the Lord pro-

vide us with a very 

gifted couple to lead us, 

the Lord has also seen 

fit to provide the Ivan-

offs with an outstanding 

team! Every person I 

have talked to is elated 

that Godôs sovereign 

hand raised Curtis up 

for 

such a time as this! I am 

confident Curtis and 

Kristi will be welcomed 

with open arms as they 

live out this call among 

the Alaska churches and 

organizations!ò  

Rev. Curtis Ivanoff Confirmed!  

Chilling News... 

If your gift is to lead; 

do it diligently.  

Rom. 12:8 
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ñSpotterò Redefined in Alaska 
by James Barefoot 

Spotter Definition: 1) One who is respon-

sible for watching and guarding a per-

former during practice to prevent injury, 

as in gymnastics or weightlifting. 2) One 

that looks for, locates, and reports some-

thing, as a military or civil defense look-

out. 

Here in the office, we have redefined 

ñspotterò as we thank God we have been 

able to watch three of our ministers as 

they travel by snowmachine on the north-

west coast of Alaska. This is possible 

because these ministers are carrying a 

personal locator beacon called SPOT. 

Here is how it works. The pastors turn on 

the unit then attaches it to their baggage 

or snow machine before they start a long 

distance (100 to 300 mile) trip. The SPOT 

communicates with satellites and sends a 

message every ten minutes to designated 

computers such as ours in ECCAK office. 

The SPOT page on our computers shows 

a color photograph map of Alaska and 

updates waypoints with latitude and lon-

gitude coordinates every ten minutes. In 

this way we can actually watch our pas-

tors travel from village to village by 

snowmachine in real time! 

The SPOT carried by the pastor also has 

the function to ask designated friends for 

HELP such as if the snowmachine breaks 

down but life is not in danger. The final 

function is a 911 button. If this button is 

activated, National Search and Rescue is 

immediately notified with the location 

coordinates. 

This button should only be used in a life 

and death situation as the resulting search 

activities can get very expensive! 

To our knowledge only three of our vil-

lage ministers own and use a SPOT. We 

would really like to see all of our bush 

pastors carry a SPOT. The original cost of 

the unit is $100 and then the tracking 

program costs $150 per year. For bush 

Alaska ministers who travel often this is 

very cheap insurance so that when some-

thing goes wrong some of us will be 

watching out for their help and recovery. 

Anyone wanting to help a pastor in this 

way, please call our church office and tell 

us which pastor you would like to sup-

port. Currently, pastors who have the 

SPOT are Ross McElwee from White 

Mountain, Byron Bruckner from Unalak-

leet, and me, James Barefoot from Wa-

silla. I use one because of my frequent 

travel between villages on a snow-

machine. 

ñYou have made known to me the 

paths of life; You will fill me with 

joy in Your presence!ò Acts 2:28 
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Daniel Savetilik Award 

A Valentine Sign 
 

After she woke up, a wife told her husband, "I just dreamed that you gave me a very expensive pearl necklace 

with matching earrings for Valentine's Day. What do you think it means?" 
 

The husband thought for a moment. "Well, Sweetie Pie, I guess you will just have to wait until tonight to find 

out," he said with a twinkle in his eye. A huge smile came across his wifeôs face as she affectionately kissed 

him accompanied with a loving hug. 
 

Finally, the anticipated evening came and the man came home with a box all wrapped in paper with red hearts 

and a big red bow. He could hardly wait to give it to her. Absolutely delighted, his wife eagerly opened this 

very special gift. Inside she found a book entitled "The Meaning of Dreams." 

This yearôs prestigious Daniel Savetilik award was presented to Eula David from Bethel. In the picture below, Pastor 

Hugh Forbes of Bethel and General Council Chair, Nelson Davies also of Bethel honor Eula for her many years of 

serving the Lord at the Bethel Evangelical Covenant Church. For years, Eula has taken turns with Pastor Fred Savok 

in teaching the Yupôik speaking adult Sunday school class. Eula has served on the board at Bethel as well. Her faith-

ful attendance at church is exemplary. She is also a good one to lead special music. 

One of the most difficult decisions the ECCAK General Council makes each year is selecting the Savetilik award 

recipient. This year, they had many who were very qualified. 

Following is a history of the recipients of the Savetilik award: 

¶ 2004ðMaggie Olson of Golovin 

¶ 2005ðAlfred Adams of Koyuk 

¶ 2006ðDavid Kaganak of Scammon Bay 

¶ 2007ðIrene Kavairlook of Koyuk 

¶ 2008ðByron Ulak of Scammon Bay 

¶ 2009ðAl & Sharon Finifrock of Soldotna 

¶ 2010ðLloyd & Chris Perrigo of Nome 

¶ 2011ðEula David of Bethel 

Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of 

God to you. Consider the outcome of their way 

of life and imitate their faith. 

Hebrews 13:7 
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The Shaktoolik, Alaska, cross country 

team is only three runners strong, but that 

represents 15 percent of the entire high 

school in this town of roughly 200 people 

in a narrow peninsula between the Pacific 

Ocean and miles of river-crossed tundra. 

Senior Dorina Sagoonik, her cousin, Tory 

Sagoonick, and freshman Alex Sampson 

usually train on the beach and one pan-

cake-flat road through town. 

ñWe knew that in order to best compete at 

regionals in Nome [roughly 200 miles 

away], weôd have to do serious hill train-

ing,ò says coach Seth Krufka. ñBut the 

closest hill to the village of Shaktoolik is 

several miles past where the road ends. 

We tried squats, lunges, and running on 

the beach to strengthen our legs, but it 

wasnôt quite enough.ò 

To get in hill work last fall, the team took 

a caravan of ATVs roughly 40 minutes 

down the beach and along the Iditarod 

Trail to the hills visible from town in the 

distance. Coach Krufka, athletic director 

Tom Erickson, and some family members 

and staff went first and cleared the trail of 

branches and debris, as well as scared 

away any wildlife that might have been in 

the area. (A week earlier, a brown bear 

had chased a family member out of the 

hills.) ñWe saw bear, moose and wolf 

tracks but didnôt see any animals,ò Erick-

son says. ñWe fired our guns a couple of 

times, just to make sure there werenôt any 

animals in the area.ò 

After three 800-meter hill repeats, the 

group had a picnic on the beach before 

the trek back to town. Next year, they 

hope to do the hills more often, although, 

Erickson explains, ñIf itôs high tide, or 

there are big waves, you just donôt go.ò 

One advantage of their location, however, 

is the freezing water all around; After 

every workout the runners wade in up to 

their thighs to ice their muscles and 

joints. 

Travel between towns for competition is 

by nine-passenger plane for all teams, but 

this year budget constraints made it look 

like the cross country team wouldnôt be 

able to go to the one big invite on the 

schedule before regionals. Fortunately, 

Palmer Sagoonik, grandfather of team 

captain Tory, stepped up and offered to 

take the team to the Unalakleet Invite in 

this 16-foot home-built fishing skiff. The 

40-mile trip to Unalakleet in the open 

boat took two hours. 

After running in the seven-team invite 

and collecting their awards (Dorinda 

Sagoonick placed seventh in the girls 

varsity race, Tory Sagoonik was 10th), 

they headed home across the thankfully 

placid bay, returning in one hour, 40 min-

utes. It was the first time a Shaktoolik 

team had traveled by boat to an athletic 

event. Rather than a hardship the cross 

country runners embraced it as an adven-

ture, and were grateful for the opportunity 

to race. Later in the season, they consid-

ered getting in an additional meet by 

taking the boat to in invit in Koyuk, but 

the route, farther north and trickier to 

navigate, was deemed too dangerous. 

While in the end, none of the Shaktoolik 

runners made it to state this year, senior 

Dorinda Sagoonick says, ñOut of all my 

cross country years this season was the 

best because I improved a lot.ò Coack 

Krufka summed up the season: ñWe 

wanted to run, and we did whatever we 

had to do to make that happen.ò 

Shaktoolikôs Tundra Harriers  
By Johathan Beverly, RUNNINGTIMES January/February 2011 

2 Tim. 4:7 I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith. 



Chilling News May/June 2011 

5 

Alaska Grizzly Bear Attack  

'didn't seem real,' Bikers Say 
 

Tyler Nord doesn't remember the moment 

the grizzly pounced on him. He couldn't tell 

you what her breath smelled like or how soft 

her fur was. All he remembers is summon-

ing the adrenaline that was coursing through 

his body to his legs to push her off. The 

memories of the attack are like a strobe light 

of images playing through his mind, he said 

Thursday in talking of the encounter involv-

ing him, two mountain-biking companions 

and the bear on Resurrection Trail. 

The bear bit or clawed into Nord's thigh, but he wouldn't 

notice that until later, after the grizzly and her cubs had re-

treated to the woods, bear spray in her face.  

Nord, fiancée Kimi Elliott, and a friend on vacation from 

Portland, Kyle Eisenbach, all 25, were riding mountain bikes 

on Resurrection Pass Trail near Hope on Tuesday when they 

were attacked by the sow protecting her two cubs. All three 

bikers received superficial scratches, with Nord's puncture 

wound to the thigh being the worst. Their 2-year-old dog, 

Kobi, an Australian cattle dog, was uninjured, despite its own 

confrontation with the bear. "None of it really seemed real. I 

wasn't scared because it seemed like a dream," Nord said. 

Nord and Elliott, both engineers in Anchorage, wanted to 

show their out-of-town guest the Alaska outdoors, the pair 

recalled on Thursday. They drove down to the Kenai Penin-

sula in the morning for a 20-mile, daylong bike ride along the 

popular Resurrection Pass, a 38-mile trail that runs from near 

Hope to the Sterling Highway near Cooper Landing. They 

had already stopped for lunch and were about six miles into 

the trail when Elliott took the lead. Nord had a bear bell on 

his bike. Elliott describes herself as a constant talker. They 

were trying to make noise, but at that particular spot the river 

that runs near the trail is loud. Real loud. 

According to Nord and Elliott, Elliott 

rounded a corner and startled the bear 

lounging on the dirt path. Two cubs 

were nearby. Elliott slammed on her 

brakes and skidded to a stop. She 

quickly got off her bike, which she 

was clipped into at the pedals, and 

began retreating, walking the bike with 

one foot still attached to a pedal. She 

knew there was going to be an attack. 

She knew the bear wouldn't quietly go 

away. She had been way too close. 

She began backtracking toward Nord and Eisenbach. Kobi 

took position, barking and growling at the bear. The bear ran 

for Elliott. She dropped her bike and went for a clearing off 

to the side. She knew she was supposed to not run away from 

a bear but at that moment her own fear took over. She ran for 

her life. 

Nord and Elliott both said the whole thing seemed like it was 

happening in slow motion but at the same time it all hap-

pened in a flash. The bear was on Elliott but didn't take her 

down. It swatted her on the shoulder, but she doesn't remem-

ber the contact. It was right there, with her, running along-

side her. She thought, "How am I not getting completely 

demolished right now?" 

Later, she would notice bear slobber running down her bi-

ceps. She's not sure how it got there. "Get the bear spray! 

Bear spray!" she kept yelling. The spray was in Nord's back-

pack. Nord, who was farther down the trail, looked back and 

saw the sow going for his fiancée. He dropped his backpack 

and started running toward the bear. The sow turned its atten-

tion to him. He remembers seeing a very big head that came 

up to his chest, the flash of her teeth, and the odd, misplaced 

thought that she was a very pretty bear. "It wasn't scary be-

cause it didn't seem real," he said. 

 

WHETHER THE WEATHER...  
 

Whether the weather be fine 

Or whether the weather be not 

Whether the weather be cold 

Or whether the weather be hot 

We'll weather the weather whatever the weather 

Whether we like it or not. 

Holland, Megan. ñMountain bikers describe attack by 
grizzly on Peninsula trail.ò Anchorage Daily News 

[Anchorage, AK]  9 Jul, 2010. 13 Apr, 2011. 

<http://www.and.com/2010/07/08/1359490/mountain-
biker-recounts-talk-of.html> 
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2011 ECCAK Annual Meeting 

Anchorage First Covenant Church was the hosting 

church of the 92nd ECCAK Annual Meeting...and they 

did a SUPER job of serving all of Godôs people! It took 

many hands, but of special note are: Pastor Max Lopez, 

Laura Eben [housing] and Dale Smith [transportation]. 

Thank you Lord for all the folks who pitched in! 

The theme of meeting was ñMale and Female: In it 

together.ò Our theme verse was Acts 2:17-18. We were 

especially blessed with two professors from North Park 

Theological Seminary who tackled some of the difficult 

passages that deal with men and women in leadership 

positions, James Bruckner and Max Lee. 

Our worship speakers included Luda Kinok [KICY], 

Rodney Sawyer, Helen Cepero, TJ Smith and Curtis 

Ivanoff. Our singspiration times in the evenings were 

filled with song and testimony to the goodness and 

faithfulness of our Lord and God, Jesus Christ. 

 

Prof. Max Lee Prof. James Bruckner Luda Kinok 

Rodney Sawyer Curtis Ivanoff 

Helen Cepero TJ Smith 

 

Annual Meeting Speakers 

Where is it w
ritte

n? 
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