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Wass and Jean Mute , faithfully serv-

ing as Pastor and wife in the Cove-

nant Church for many years and pres-

ently in Koyuk, recently accepted an 

invitation from their partnering con-

ference in the lower 48 (East Coast 

Conference). It was a long ways from 

home, but they anticipated this op-

portunity to meet with some of their 

supporting churches and were wel-

comed to share their Alaskan life and 

experiences with them. 
 

The Mutes said they were warmly 

greeted everywhere they went and 

that the Lord seemed to have pre-

pared events ahead of them. 
 

One of their supporting churches had 

a ñHarvest Meal Celebrationò where 

they were invited to share their min-

istry.  The church was small, even by 

East Coast standards, yet they had 

given generously. They were im-

pressed at how involved everyone 

seemed to be in the church and were 

encouraged as they met oneïon-one 

with those who had been sending 

care packages for the last year and 

half. They even had the opportunity 

to meet with the woman who origi-

nally started the program. 
 

They were impressed with every 

host. Their genuine hospitalities and 

their abilities to create relaxed, spiri-

tual atmospheres were evident wher-

ever they went. Reflecting upon their 

visit to Cape Cod they said, ñWe had 

never seen the Atlantic Ocean before. 

Itôs good to see from sea to shining 

sea.ò 
 

Wass & Jean said that one of the high 

points came when their youngest son 

was able to come and meet with them 

(from Chicago), resulting in a won-

derful and heartfelt reunion. They 

said it was a wonderful trip, but Wass 

was happy to get back to work and to 

his responsibilities in Koyuk. 
 

Wass & Jean discussed plans of an 

upcoming mission group that is plan-

ning to join them next summer.  

Plans are in the works for a snow 

machine and tool shop to be built. 

ñThat would truly be a blessing,ò 

they said. 
 

Wass and Jean said they were thank-

ful to the East Coast Conference for 

allowing them to meet some of their 

sponsors in person and that ñthey had 

made some lifelong friends.ò      

Far East Meets Far West 
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In our beginnings 

in the late 1800ôs 

the Covenant used 

the imagery of 

being a ñmission 

society.ò What is a 

mission society? It 

is simply followers 

of Christ joining 

together to do the 

work of Christ in 

the world. Today 

that same motiva-

tion indelibly 

shapes our life 

together. 

 

To take the totality 

of the mission of Christ to heart, we speak of our 

partnership of churches working together to 

see...more disciples...among more populations...in a 

more caring and just world. 

 

The first ñmoreò refers to inviting people into new 

life in Christ, evangelism. Then notice is it ñmore 

disciples,ò not merely more conversations. By this 

we reflect our commitment to cultivating the ever-

growing, ever more faithful new life in Christ. 

ñAmong more populationsò recognizes that from 

our beginning in sending missionaries to China and 

Alaska (and now to more than 30 countries) we 

understand that the hope of Christ is for all. Our 

rapidly increasing ethnic diversity further makes 

us more reflective of the Kingdom of God. ñIn a 

more caring and just worldò reminds us that the 

gospel calls us to the hurting and the causes of 

that hurt. This was manifest among us from our 

beginning in care for the sick, the ederly, and the 

orphanedð initiatives that set in motion the ex-

tensive array of ministries today that seek to 

transform lives and communities. 

 

This is all in response to the wholeness of the 

gospel that takes seriously the dimensionality of 

the Great Commission, the Great Command-

ments, the Acts 1:8 ñmap of the mission,ò the 

grand ethical teachings of Jesus, and most foun-

dationally the grace open to all through the cross 

of Jesus. 

 

Whatever you have heard about the demise of 

denominations, you can ignore it about the ECC. 

Our mission momentum is strong. This is so be-

cause of your partnership with us. These are im-

portant days of burgeoning opportunity. As you 

ask your congregation to be faithful in financially 

supporting the local mission, we ask that you 

likewise support our shared mission, helping en-

sure that we have the resources needed to pursue 

Christôs priorities throughout the world. 

In It Together 
by  Gary Walter, President, The Evangelical Covenant Church ðChicago 

Acts 1: 8  

But ye shall receive power, after that the 

Holy Ghost is come upon you,  

and ye shall be witnesses unto me both  

in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,  

and in Samaria, and unto the  

uttermost part of the earth.  

ECC PresidentðGary Walter 
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ñGod never gives us discernment so we can criticize, 
but that we may intercede.ò  

Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest,  p. 328. 

Ability can take you to the top,  

but it takes character to keep you there.  

In the spirit of the Covenant Churchôs 

mission to encourage individual churches 

to participate in opportunities of compas-

sion, mercy, and justice, Community 

Covenant Church in Eagle River held a 

free community health fair this past Au-

gust.  The initial impetus for holding the 

health fair was a desire to offer free back- 

to-school and sports physicals to children 

from families who are struggling during 

this challenging economic time. 
 

As plans developed, the health fair grew 

to include not only the physicals but ser-

vices for adults, 

too.  The Provi-

de nc e  P a r i s h 

Nurses joined 

forces with the 

church and pro-

vided blood pres-

sure screenings and blood sugar checks.  

Providence Hospitalôs Imaging Center 

also participated by providing their Trav-

eling Mammography Mobile and work-

ing with the church to help those without 

insurance get the tests they needed. 
 

Organizations such as WIC, The Ameri-

can Cancer Society, The Food Bank, and 

the Diabetes association, to name just a 

few, manned information tables and 

 

spoke with those 

who at tended.  

There were a total 

of 28 exhibitors 

taking part in the 

day. The outcome 

from the event was 

surprising.  People 

from as far as South 

Anchorage and 

Palmer attended the 

event.  Over 100 

children received 

physicals and 20 

women received 

m a m m o g r a m s , 

many of whom 

would not have been able to afford them any other way.  

25% of those who had their blood pressure checked were 

found to be at risk for hypertension and 18% of those 

who had their sugar checked were found to be at risk for 

diabetes.  These at risk individuals were either given 

health counseling and education materials or referred 

onto a provider for further evaluation. 
 

The event was well received and will be offered again on 

April 10, 2010 when the Alaska Health Fair organization 

will partner with Community Covenant allowing for even 

more health screenings to be offered.   
 

If you have any questions about the health fair or would 

like to participate,  please feel free to call Stacey Pratt at 

907-696-5229. 

Stacy PrattðLocal Missions Coordina-

tor at Eagle River Community Cov. 

  Takinõ It To the Streets of Eagle River 
    by Stacy Pratt 

A careless word may kindle strife. 

A cruel word may wreck a life. 

A timely word may level stress. 

A loving word may heal and bless.. 

Takinõ It to the Streets of Eagle River 
by  Stacy Pratt 
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Scar #1éDeath of Trust 
 

Because so often (90% of reported cases) child 

abuse and neglect involves the childôs care-giver, 

trust is one of the major casualties in the battle. 
 

A child comes to recognize that the one person 

who should be relied upon for love and protection 

is actually the enemy. He 

cannot rely on his care-

givers to protect him, so he 

must learn to protect him-

self. This mistrust of the 

main adults in his life is 

most times generalized to all 

adults. 
 

For some reason, even the 

casual touch of an adult is a 

cause for hysteria. Many of 

the youngsters have an impaired capacity for the 

intimacy which never goes away. Their innocence 

and childhood is murdered. 

 

Scar #2éPerpetual Anger 

 

Children in our society are taught to honor adults. 

Because of the size differences between them, self

-defense is usually out of the question when a 

child is victimized by an adult. In no way at all is 

it possible for a child to ñvindicateò himself on an 

adult who is abusing him. 
 

The result is a perpetual anger that has no avenue 

for expression. Whereas an adult stands a fighting 

chance of escaping abuse or overcoming abusers, 

children have no such hope. Terrifying rage can 

result. 
 

Peer relationships can be devastated, for the 

abused child cannot relate to other children with-

out his powerful anger interfering. Many abused 

The victims of child abuse in general and sexual abuse in particular  

have many ongoing problems to deal with. 

children ñact outò at school and on the playground, 

letting their misplaced aggressions destroy their 

friendships. 
 

If the abuse is not addressed, the anger becomes 

bitterness. As Christians, we are well aware of the 

damage that bitterness can do in our souls. 
 

The Bible tells us not even to 

let one day pass with bitter-

ness in our hearts, but rather 

to make amends with the 

subject of our anger. For 

abused children, bitterness 

becomes a way of life. 
 

Because abused children are 

forced to swallow their true 

feeling (especially feelings of 

anger), as adults they are of-

ten unable to acknowledge their feelings. This is not 

only confusing to the people closest to the victim, 

but also to the victim himself, for he may even be 

incapable of identifying his true feelings himself. 8 

 

Scar #3 é Self-hatred    

 

The developmental years of a childôs life determine 

his or her self-image. 
 

Young children tend to regard any pain or unpleas-

antness in their lives as their own fault. Many, many 

abused children believe the abuse happens because 

they are in some way bad or have done something 

bad ï particularly because most abuse happens in 

the name of punishments for misdeeds. 
 

8. Roy, Maria, Children in the Crossfire, Health Communications Incor-

porated,  Deer f ie ld Beach,  Flor ida,  1988.Pp 87-88 
 

From Abused, Abandoned, Neglected by Wayne and Diane Tesch [Royal 

Family Kidsô Camp, Inc, www.rfkc.org,] - Statistics from the National 

Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse and U. Sl Department of 

Justice. 

Life Long Scars 
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It was a fairly warm September afternoon for 

Alaska as a friend and I set off to prepare for the 

Covenant Womenôs retreat that would begin in just 

a few hours. It was a beautiful fall drive northward 

as we headed to Northstar Bible Camp. Others 

arrived to help set up and all was going well and 

according to schedule but I was a bit anxious about 

something. This sense of restlessness caused me to 

keep checking my voice mail at home. My uneasi-

ness was not something new. I had experienced it 

in the past. You see, the proceeding weeks had 

involved mammograms, ultrasound, more mam-

mograms and finally, tissue samples that were 

taken from the breast. 

 

After many attempts to hear some word, there fi-

nally was a 

message on 

the answer-

ing machine 

reques t i ng 

that I call the 

clinic. This 

was a first. 

Usually they 

simply leave 

a message that the tests are all negative. Taking a 

deep breath I made the call. I prepared the best I 

could for a possible bad report, but all the time 

hoping for a good one.  The news that came from 

the voice on the other end took my breath away as 

she proceeded to tell me I had ñstage one DCIS 

breast cancer.ò Suddenly, I felt an overwhelming 

need to be alone. I found a quiet place to process 

what had just been explained to me over the phone. 

I never thought I would hear those words. 

 

A couple days later, I shared the shocking news 

with my husband, Rod. He had been out of town. 

The news hit him hard. He needed some process-

ing and soul searching time. It was a few days be-

fore he could even talk about it. 

 

Surgery was finally scheduled for November 4th. 

Although I only had cancer in one breast, Rod and 

I weighed all the information we had been given 

and decided together that taking both would be the 

best option for our particular situation. 

 

We had some intimate talks in front of the fire-

place as we waited for the day of surgery. When 

the day finally arrived, the Lord gave us His peace 

that ñpasses all understandingò before I was rolled 

away to what turned out to be a nearly six-hour 

surgery. There were times of prayer, first from my 

anesthesiologist, Dr. Heath McAnally, who attends 

Community Covenant in Eagle River, and sec-

ondly, with my family. I knew I was in the Lordôs 

hands and was given much assurance because He 

had given me two gifted doctors, Dr. McAnally 

mentioned earlier, but also the surgeon, Dr. Judith 

Whitcomb, whose vivacious laugh always pre-

cedes her.   

Nancy and her surgeon, Dr. Judith Whitcomb, 

who has a contagious sense of humor  

which infects all who are around her! 

Continued on page 9  (Journey) 

Dr. Heath McAnally pictured with his wife, Jules, 

was Nancy ôs anesthesiologist. They live just around 

the block from the Sawyers in Eagle River . 

My Journey with Cancer 
by  Nancy Sawyer 

http://us.mg201.mail.yahoo.com/ya/download?fid=Chilling%2520News&mid=1_11396_AJTHjkQAAK%2FXSwq%2BMQy%2FTAn%2FUI4&pid=4&tnef=&YY=1258940645375&newid=1&clean=0&inline=1
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I was very pleased to receive an 

invitation to teach on the Gos-

pel of Mark at the Alaska pas-

torsô retreat in November.  I 

had just been in Alaska the 

previous June, visi t ing 

churches in Anchorage and in 

Unalakleet.  I had been im-

pressed and moved by the min-

istry opportunities and chal-

lenges in those communities.  I 

had also greatly appreciated a 

chance to visit the Bible camp.  

I even managed to catch a few 

fish while I was there.  But I 

wanted to learn more.  So I was 

excited by the possibility to return, serve, and 

learn.   

 

I have many friends, colleagues, and former stu-

dents serving Christ in Alaska.  It was great to see 

some of them during the retreat.  It was also won-

derful to meet people who were unknown to me 

before this trip.  Alaskans are great story tellers.  

During break times I greatly enjoyed hearing sto-

ries of Godôs work in the villages.  It was also fun 

to hear about hunting escapades, broken down 

snow machines, and ñEskimo 

baseball.ò  I came away with re-

newed respect for the difficult, 

exciting, and frequently heart-

breaking work done by these 

wonderful pastors.   

 

I had a great time teaching the 

Gospel of Mark.  Our times of 

conversation and questioning 

were rich.   

 

One afternoon a number of us 

were able to climb a bit of the 

trail up Lazy Mountain.  To climb 

all the way on that steep trail one 

would need to be anything but lazy!   

 

On the concluding days we spent some time looking 

to the future.  We heard about the brokenness and 

need within the indigenous culture.  We heard about 

growing possibilities and challenges for work with 

Alaskaôs youth.  I heard profound commitment to 

the gospel and to Alaskaôs people.  I came away 

thankful for friends new and old, thankful for pas-

sion and conviction, and thankful for the grace of 

God richly demonstrated in Alaska. 

Teaching the Book of Mark in Alaska 

2009 Pastor Leader Retreat Reflections! 
by  Jay Phelan, President and Dean, North Park Theological Seminary 

Proverbs 25:21ðIf your 

enemy is hungry, give him 

food to eat; if he is thirst y, 

give him water to drink. 

Genesis 18:24ðA man of many companions 

may come to ruin, but there is a friend who 

sticks closer than a brother. 

 

Genesis 22:14ðSo Abraham called that 

place The LORD Will Provide. And to 

this day it is said, "On 

the mountain of the 

LORD it will be pro-

vided." 
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Withness. Presence. It made 

a permanent impression on 

my soul. It began the sum-

mer of 1998. My family 

and I were in Nome, 

Koyuk, and Shaktoolik for 

several weeks to join hearts 

in ministry with our spiri-

tual siblings in the Cove-

nant churches there. It was 

our initial introduction to 

Alaska, the first time on the 

ground in The Last Fron-

tier. I recall the thought that 

kept meandering through 

my mind during those days 

and the years following. 

What would it be like to live in Alaska, 

merging daily with anointed Alaskans? 

Eleven short years later, thanks to the divine 

surprise of a sovereign and good God, the 

question is being answered! 

 

Sandy and I are delighted to now be a part of 

the ECCAK family, privileged to have been 

graciously adopted in August by Community 

Covenant Church in Fairbanks. 

 

Not only has God favored us with a new 

church family in Fairbanks, but we are also 

humbled to have been assimilated into the 

broader ECCAK by its leadership and my 

colleagues. That genuine welcome was pow-

erfully experienced at the recent ECCAK 

Pastorsô Retreat in Palmer as the group of 

diverse brothers and sisters opened their 

hearts and lives in order that we might mutu-

ally celebrate withnessðthe mysterious but 

tangible togetherness with God and one an-

other that is birthed only by Godôs Spirit. 

 

Through the teaching of Dr. Jay Phelan and 

Pastor Mary Putera, complimented by the 

community and comradery of those 

gathered at the retreat, my heart and 

mind were jogged toward a deeper un-

derstanding of the profound concept of 

withness. 
 

1. God is more than just present in our 

liveséand us in his. He is with us in 

such incredible intimacy that he invites 

us to call him ñAbbaò or Daddyðeven 

as Jesus did (Romans 8:15, Mark 

14:36). 
 

 

2. Our presence with one another mir-

rors the intimacy in our relationship 

with the Father. 

 

Being with one another surpasses anything natural. Itôs 

the supernatural nature of the Father that inhabits and 

overwhelms our spirits, emotionséour entire beings. 
 

In these two foundationally simple but profound dimen-

sions of withness, the ethos of the ECCAK pastorsô group 

and retreat finds its roots. As deeply as in any Covenant 

regional conference in which Iôve served, this Alaskan 

group captures the very essence of withness. In its unique 

diversity, authenticity, and sense of care for one another, 

your ECCAK pastors know how to embrace a newcomer. 

Out of the Alaskan cultural context of fierce independ-

ence, ironically arises a surprising and refreshing under-

standing and experience of healthy interdependence. 
 

In the closing moments of the retreat, an emotional Pastor 

Nathan Toots gave a tribute to Jay Phelan, President of 

North Park Seminary in Chicago, who had served as 

guest speaker. In so doing, Nathan noted that while many 

guests choose to stay off-site at better accommodations, 

one of Jayôs most meaningful contributions was that ñyou 

stayed with us.ò 

 

Withness. Itôs what retreating in Palmer was about. Itôs 

the heart and soul of the Evangelical Covenant Church in 

Alaska. 

WITHNESSðA Reflection on the ECCAK Pastorsô Retreat 

2009 Pastor Leader Retreat Reflections! 
by  Ken Moore, Pastor , Community Covenant ðFairbanks- 
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A five year old boy was sitting down to eat  

when his mother asked him to pray for his meal.  

He replied, "Mom we don't have to. We prayed over this last night."  

His mother had prepared leftovers from the day before.  

Humor communicates! Most of us enjoy having our spirits lifted by a cartoon or funny story, etc. 

Strong Plants! The 

method God is using 

to grow His church 

around the world! 

 

Many years ago, a large American shoe company sent two sales representa-

tives out to different parts of the Australian outback to see if they could drum 

up some business among the Aborigines. Some time later, the company re-

ceived telegrams from both agents. 

 

The first said, "No business here . . . natives don't wear shoes."  

 

The second one said, "Great opportunity here . . . natives don't wear shoes!" 

If you ordered muktuk, what 

would   you be served?  

 

Raw whale blubber 

Fried salmon 

Seal meat 

Grilled ptarmigan 

                             (ans.pg.19) 

Noahôs Answering Machine 

Why i
snôt 

choco
late 

consi
dered

 a 

vegetable, if  chocolate comes 

from cocoa beans, and all beans 

are considered vegetables? 

Tid Bits 
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8 oz skinned salmon fillet 

Salt and pepper to taste 

 

Pan sear salmon fillet 

on high heat in butter. 

 

Sear each side for 1 minute.. 

 

Top off with a slice of  

chive butter  

on each piece  

and serve! 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  

SALMON  
with  

    Chive Butter  

Share your Alaskan Recipes , just send them to the address  
or e-mail address that is listed on the back  page. 

Submitted by Amy Johnsen Mukwonago, WI  

Continued from Page 5 (Journey) 
 

The post surgery reports confirmed that we 

had made the right decision. They found evi-

dence in the other breast that there were cells 

that would eventually become cancerous. We 

were also thanking God for the good news that 

there was nothing in any of the lymph nodes. 
 

There are many scriptures that have come 

alive during this journey. One that continually 

came to mind as I thought of the family of 

God, ñI thank my God upon every remem-

brance of you.ò I have been so deeply grateful 

to all who have prayed, sent cards, emailed or 

called on the phone. I continue to be genuinely 

touched from all the flowers and plants that 

have been delivered and for all the wonderful 

food that has been prayerfully prepared to care 

for us during this time. A special thanks to my 

daughters, Amy and Kim and their families, whom 

dutifully took care of all my needs, to Rod, my hus-

band and friend for eternity, who continues to take 

care of the daily needs of our home, who gives lots 

of hugs and reassures me the ñnew lookò is okay. I 

would be remiss not to mention the great care I re-

ceived on the fourth floor from nurses Jessica and 

Meghan and their staff at Providence Alaska Medi-

cal Center in Anchorage . 
 

Healing and recovery are going so very well as the 

body is ñfearfully and wonderfully made.ò As im-

portant as the physical may be, so is the emotional. 

I am humbled to be able to say that God has 

given me a joy in the midst of this difficult 

journey that can only come from knowing Him. 

 

That is why I close by giving Him all the praise 

due Him for ñnever leaving or forsaking me.ò 

 

Directions and ingredients for 

chive butter mix:  
§ 1 stick of softened butter 

§ 2 tablespoons minced fresh chive 

§ Zest from a lime 

§ Juice from 1/2 lime 

§ 1 dash of salt 

 

Blend together well. 

Put on plastic wrap and form a 

log. 
 

Chill  
 

Slice and serve atop  

each salmon fillet 
 

 

My Journey with Cancer (cont.) 
by  Nancy Sawyer 
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DAILY PRAYER BY NAME AND BY PICTURE 

 
  SUN 

 
Jason  

Stromstadt 
{Kalamazoo, MI} 

 

  MON 
Ralph and Gert 

Fondell 
{Eagle River} 

 
  TUES 

Dave & Julie 
Rose 
{Wasilla} 

  WED Eric Mayer 
{Artic Barnabas} 

  THU 
David & Irene 

Kaganak 
{Scammon Bay} 

  FRI 
Herb 

Stromquist 
{Worthington, MN} 

  SAT 

 
Greg 

Hamlow 
{Soldotna} 

ECCAK PRAYER CALENDARECCAK PRAYER CALENDAR  
January 2010  

      
     

Luda Kinok 
KICY 
{Nome} 

John & Eleanor 
Claus 

{Anchorage} 

Don Olson 
 

{Golovin} 
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ECCAK PRAYER CALENDARECCAK PRAYER CALENDAR 

February 2010  

DAILY PRAYER BY NAME AND BY PICTURE 

 
  SUN 

 
Barney Funk 

{Hooper Bay} 

 

 
  MON 

Nelson & Josephine 
Davies 
{Bethel) 

 
  TUE 

Jeff & Donna 
Erickson 
{Unalakleet} 

 
  WED 

Roger  
Huntington 

{Galena) 

 
  THU 

Ted Landlord 
{Mountain Valley} 

 
  FRI 

Betty Segok 
{ Elim} 

 

  SAT 

 
Palmer & Fena 

Sagoonick 
{Shaktoolik} 

 

Jeff and Cheryl 
Siemers 

with baby Ella! 
{Soldotna} 

Doug Swanson 
 

{Palmer/Elim} 
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We hope that many of you are enjoying your 2010 ECCAK calendar.  If you did not 
receive one in the mail, please contact our office and we will be glad to send you 
one. As we think about putting out another calendar for 2011, perhaps you have some 
vsk(wpj{|ylz(myvt({ol(´nvvk(vsk(kh¡zµ({oh{(¡v|(~v|sk(sprl({v(zohyl(~p{o(|z6(( 
 

Please send them to: ECCAKP̧O Box 770749 Eagle River, AK 99577.  We will scan 
them and return them to you.  Be sure to provide us with your return address. 

WANTEDé  OLD PICTURES 
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The ECCAK office respects and maintains 

old documents as best we can. It is good to 

take a glimpse into the past from time to 

time, to see the how the hand of God has 

been working in Alaska. One valuable 

document is a book called, ñGrandpa: A 

Mission in Alaskaò by Jan-Olov Schroder 

and translated from Swedish to English by 

Sigurd F. Westberg. Following is an except 

of a great story: 

 

On one of his trips on the tundra with his 

dog team in the winter of 1911, Grandpa 

Ost met a young Eskimo couple who had 

lived together for a good many years with-

out being married. This meeting with Ost 

took a very amusing turn for them. 

 

The Eskimo couple were Gladys Omignuk 

and Tomas Kayuk. They lived in a small 

cabin of hand hewn small spruce, with 

the barest necessities and yet functional. 

Tomas had himself built their little nest. 

He had found Gladys in one of the vi l -

lages on the coast .  He had brought  

her home to h is village which had the 

high-sounding name of Spruce Creek Vil-

lage. There they were to raise their 

children and live off of nature as did 

most of the others in the village. 
 

The snow lay a meter deep outside their 

little cabin, and the polar wind swept over 

the village in an icily frigid draft. Gladys 

and Tomas had chosen to stay indoors that 

day. They  lay  the re  we l l  bedded  

down  in  the i r  th ick ,  wa rm sleeping 

bags on a family bed on the middle of the 

floor in front of a rusty iron drum that 

served as a heating stove. Then there was 

a bang on the door. 

 

In came Grandpa Ost from Golovin. He was 

passing through on his way to a village far-

ther up along the river. Grandpa Ost had 

been in Spruce Creek Village earlier, and 

knowing about the unwritten law of hospi-

tality, especial ly in bad weather, he stopped 

off for a break and a warming cup of tea. It 

was only by chance that he stepped into the 

cabin of Tomas and Gladys. 

 

Grandpa was not particularly surprised to 

f ind the Eskimo couple still in bed. In the 

frigid weather outdoors there was no way to 

accomplish anything worthwhile. Grandpa un-

derstood full well why they had chosen to stay 

indoors and keep each other warm. 

 

Grandpa made himself acquainted with the 

young couple while he served himself some 

tea from the Kettle on the tin stove. Quite 

naturally the conversation turned to mar-

riage and  the Esk imo regu la t ions fo r  co-

hab i ta t ion.  Grandpa  explained carefully to 

them the meaning and implications of mar-

riage, its signif icance and responsibil i ty. 

Gladys and Tomas listened ever more amazed 

and attentive. They had not thought much about 

this, and soon their first child would be born. 

 

"Therefore", explained Grandpa seriously to 

them, "You can't continue to live in this way." 

With that the conversation ended, a conversa-

tion that concluded with an act of marriage! 

For the two young people took Grandpa Ost  

at h is word and le t h im marry them imme-

diately. 

Wedding In A Sleeping Bag! 
An excerpt taken from ñGrandpa A Mission in Alaskaò English translation 

Continued on page 14  (Wedding) 
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Continued from page 13  (Wedding) 

Grandpa explained to them carefully that 

this was not merely a legal formality and a 

contrivance of church and state, but it was 

of significance for the very relationship be-

tween two people and its implications for 

time to come. 

 

The Eskimo couple sti ll lay on their mat 

on the floor as Grandpa pronounced them 

husband and wife. A moment later he 

thanked them, said farewell and continued 

on his way, while Tomas and Gladys were 

still in their sleeping bags. 

 

For Grandpa Ost this was a strange interlude 

among many other unusual situations that he 

encountered in this equally unusual wilder-

ness land. For Gladys and Tomas it was an 

event of meaning for the rest of their l ives. 

That before this cold winter day had ended 

they would be married to each other they had 

not anticipated or even dreamed when they 

made the decision to stay indoors -- and 

to get married without even having to get out 

of their sleeping bags! 

 

Spruce Creek Village was one of the villages 

that later was hit hard by one of the epidemics 

of influenza that raged at regu lar  in terva ls.  

In the beginn ing of  the 1930s the vil lage 

was abandoned and left desolate. Gladys 

and Tomas and their growing family had 

long since moved out to one of the larger and 

more robust villages along the coast.  

 Jesus and the Eskimo, How the Man of the Sky Brought the Light to My People 

The author, Fred Savok, was born in Shaktoolik, Alaska, 1922. 
 

The book includes stories of a courageous, God-seeking family who became 

missionaries for Jesus among their own people. 
 

Upon request this book is available from ECCAK for a donation of $25.00, the 

donor will receive a copy of the book. Make checks payable to ECCAK. 

Alaskan Eskimos emerging from 

their winter home half underground. 

Wedding In A Sleeping Bag! (cont.) 

FYI on Alaska Weather 
 

Lowest Temperature: -79.8° F (-62° C) at Prospect Creek 

on January 23, 1971. (U.S. Record) 
 

Highest Temperature: 100° F (38° C) at Fort Yukon on 

June 27, 1915. 
 

Lowest Annual Normal Temperature: 9.3° F (-12.6° C) 

at Barrow (U.S. Record) 
 

Lowest Summer Normal Temperature: JuneïAugust 

36.4° F (2.4° C) at Barrow (U.S. Record) 
 

Lowest Winter Normal Temperature: December-

February -15.7° F (-26.5° C) at Barter Island (U.S. Record) 
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Alaska has four individuals who are in their first year of classes at North Park Seminary in Chi-

cago. Itôs a long way from Alaska and life is extremely different. So how are they doing? We 

asked them to give us a snapshot in 25 words or less of how they are doing. Of course, ñ25 

words of lessò is not possible for preachers, so we cut nothing out. Following are their words: 

Adam London [from Kenai] 

Dale Smith [from Mekoyruk] 

Rick Hinkey [from Fairbanks] 

Nick Bruckner  [from Wasilla]  

My brothers and sisters in Christ from Alaska  have made 

my Seminary experience here much richer. Prayer helps 

the stress! I miss Alaska ! 

ñGreat, classes are stimulating and challenging, classmates are 

amazing; their love for God and their desire to serve Him is 

inspiring and challenging. Our whole family really misses the 

church family in Fairbanks!ò 

God is good, great, and merciful.  I have been challenged 

greatly, but through God's grace and mercy, I have been  en-

couraged   to  continue. I am thankful I have the privilege to 

attend seminary.  God's presence is definitely working through-

out faculty and seminarians.  Praise God!! 

ñSeminary is stretching and encouraging.  

Gaining tools to pastor a village church,  

I have been learning about how to lead others  

in a lifetime of following Jesus.ò 

Words from Alaskaõs First Year Seminarians 
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2010 

COS  Mtg        Jan    9-16  Chicago 

Midwinter Connection             Jan    23-25  Denver 

Midwinter         Jan    25-28      Denver 

GC Mtg         Feb    12-13  Anchorage 

ECCAK SE Conference           Mar   5-7  Georgia 

CMJ Mtg                                  Mar   30-31  Chicago 

ECCAK Annual Mtg                Apr   14-18  Nome 

COS Mtg                                  May   16-21  Seattle 

ECC Annual Mtg        Jun 24-27  St. Paul 

 

 

The ECCAK Ministry Team òIn it together...ó 
Our Churches 

Nome, White Mountain Covenant, Golovin Covenant, Elim Covenant, Koyuk Covenant,  

Shaktoolik Covenant, Unalakleet Covenant, Fairbanks Covenant, Mat-Su Covenant, Eagle River Cove-

nant, Korean Hope Covenant, New Song Covenant, Anchorage First, Bethel Covenant,  

Mekoryuk Covenant, Hooper Bay Covenant, Scammon Bay Covenant, Mountain Village Covenant,  

Kalskag Bible Chapel, River Covenant Church 
 

Our Supporting Organizations 

Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF) 

Covenant Youth of A laska (CYAK) 

Alaska Christian College (ACC) 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC) 

KICY  Radio 

ECCAK Churches  
in need of staff: 

   
Shaktoolik Covenant: 

Pastor 

 

Kalskag Bible Chapel:  

Pastor 

 

Elim Pastor 

 

No Name Church  

of Anchorage: 

   Church Plant to be 

Leadership Camp  June 2nd  -  7th  

High School Camp June 7th   - 14th  

Junior High Camp  June 14th  -  21st  

Trailblazers  June 21st  -   26th  

Pathfinders        June 26th  -  July 1st  

Attitude  

might not catch fish,  

but it helps when you don't.  

Covenant Bible Camps (SUMMER 2010)  
For more info see: www.cyak.org/bible-camp 
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Covenant Newswire Service:  www.covchurch.orgðclick on the Newswire button 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC):  http://www.cyak.org/bible-camp.html 

Advocacy for Victims of Abuse:  www.covchurch.org/women/ava 

Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska:  www.eccak.org 

Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK):  www.cyak.org 

New Hope Counseling Center: www.nhccak.org 

Alaska Christian College:  www.akcc.org 

KICY: www.kicy.org 

I LOVE MY JOB   
(apologies to Dr. Seuss) 
 

I love my job, I love the pay,  
I love it more and more each day. 
I love my boss and he's the best.  
I love HIS boss and all the rest. 
I love my office and it's location.  
I hate to have to take vacation. 
I love my desk, drab and gray,  
I love those paper piles each day. 
I love my chair in my padded cell;  
there's nothing else I love so well. 
I love to work among my peers.  
 
 

 
I love their leers 'n jeers 'n sneers. 
I love my computer and all its ware;  
I hug it often to show I care. 
I love each program and every file;  
I even try using it once in a while. 
I'm happy to be here, I am, I amé 
I'm the happiest slave to my Uncle Sam.  
I love this work; I love these chores;  
I love the boring meetings. 
I love my job AND I'll say it again,  
I even love these friendly men:  
These men whoõve come to visit today,  
in lovely white coats to take me away. 
 

Check out these Covenant Websites... 

You know youõre in Alaska 
when you know the  

four seasons: 
winter, still winter, almost 
winter, and construction. 



18  

 

Bumper Sticker:  

Honk if you love Jesus!  

Text while driving if you want to 

meet Him.  

The Return of Snowzilla? 
Last winter, Anchorage resident, Billy Ray 

Powers, built a snowman with the help of some 

of the neighborhood kids. However, it was not 

an ordinary snowmanéit was called 

ñSnowzillaò because it stood nearly sixteen plus 

feet high! Some of the neighbors complained, 

but Billy Ray did not concede in tearing down 

Snowzilla. He left it to global warming and by 

April, Snowzilla was history. Now we will wait 

to see if we get a Snowzilla II in 2010! 

The English Language who invented it? 

 If you find out, please ask them whyé. 

If the plural of man is always called men, 
why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen? 
 

If I spoke of my foot and show you my feet, 
and I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 
 

Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 
but imagine the feminine, she, shis and shim. 

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes; 
but the plural of ox became oxen not oxes. 
 

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 
yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 
 

You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice; 
yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 

Being vague is 
just as bad as 

that other thing.  

A boat in a harbor is safe 

but, thatôs not what they  

are built for. 


