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Living under Living under 
the shadow of the shadow of 
Mount RedoubtMount Redoubt  

Two different shots of Mt. Redoubt: the one on the left is from the latest eruption. The shot on the right is a 

typical view when driving down the road in Soldotna where Mt. Redoubt looms some sixty miles to the west. 
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Fishing News: 
Alaska Lands Two New Pastors! 

Pastor Frank Alioto Pastor Max Lopez-Cepero 

Pastor Frank Alioto had a sense that 

God may be calling him to a new 

ministry. As stated on his ministerôs 

profile, ñI have spent this past year 

exploring what God has for me next 

in ministry. This óheightened aware-

nessô for the next season in ministry 

has allowed me seek and wait on the 

Lord. While our roots are deep at 

Hope Center, both my wife and I are 

open to where ever God leads us.ò 

 

Pastor Max Lopez-Cepero is not 

new to Alaska! He is responsible 

for training Field Director Rodney 

Sawyer in how to utilize the CMJ 

grants when Rodney first started 

in his current position. There has 

never been any doubt that Alaska 

has always held a special place in 

Maxôs heart. On several occasions 

he has brought up one of his adult 

children for camping and fishing 

and just enjoying one of the most 
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We all have little things that irritate us from 

time to time. Sometimes they are too systemic 

in nature and there is nothing you can do 

about them. So you just have to choose not to 

let it bother you. That is how it is for me with 

certain words and phrases that people use and 

it could  really bug me if I let it. I will share 

only two. 

 

The first has to do with when we talk about 

different people groups and we often refer to 

them as ñdifferent races.ò That bugs me! Even 

though I know what they mean, it bothers me. 

As far as I can tell there is only one race on 

planet earth and I think it is called the ñhuman 

race.ò The next time someone asks you what 

race you are from, tell them ñthe human raceò 

and wait for their response. Or when you are 

filling out a form that asks you to check your 

ñraceò, make up your own little box with hu-

man ò next to it and put a check in that box. 

 

I have not done any study on this matter, but 

my bet is that if you could trace this back 

somehow, the using of ñraceò to distinguish 

people groups is linked in the belief that we all 

evolved from apes [sic]. If you want to watch 

a good movie that depicts this mentality, the 

mentality that says that ñsome are further 

along in their evolution than others,ò watch 

ñRabbit Proof Fence.ò It is a great movie 

based on real people who lived in Australia. 

Or watch a more recent movie release that has 

scenes that reflect the same ñraceò mentality 

called, ñAustralia.ò 

 

If you want to do more study on this issue, I 

would recommend that you read the article 

ñWhere Did Human óRacesô Develop?ò by Dr. 

Walter Brown, author/scientist. Go to 

www.creationscience.com/onlinebook and 

click on ñTable of Contentsò and look for the 

article in Part III. 

I have another phrase 

that mostly Christians 

use that makes me 

cringe. Have you ever 

had anyone ask you, 

ñWhat do you think 

about women in minis-

try?ò I think it is simply 

the wrong question to ask. Most of the time 

what they are really asking is, ñWhat do you 

think of women in leadership roles?ò or ñDo 

you think a woman can be a pastor?ò These 

are the questions that are most contested or 

debated among Bible-believing Christians 

today instead of ñwomen in ministry.ò 

 

When it comes to addressing ñDo you believe 

in women in ministry?ò it is a no-brainer! In 

my Bible, if you are a Christian, you are a 

minister. Different translations interpret the 

Greek word ñdoulosò either as ñministerò or 

ñservant.ò It is never a gender driven direc-

tive! We are all to serve! We are all to be min-

isters. If this principle would ever take hold 

within the church, what a difference it would 

make in the world around us. The mentality 

that ñit is the pastorôs jobò would vanish! All 

of Godôs people would get off their duffs and 

do the work of ministry! How can anyone read 

Acts. 2:17-18, Eph. 4:11-13, I Cor. 12 or 

Rom. 12:1-8 and come to any other conclu-

sion? 

 

I sure feel better getting all that off my chest! 

 

So letôs not talk about different ñraces,ò but 

rather about different ñethnicitiesò or 

ñculturesò or ñnationalities.ò And letôs not 

confuse the issue of the priesthood of all be-

lievers with the more hotly debated issue of 

women in leadership. If you want to do more 

study on this, let me recommend two books on 

Words and Phrases that Make Me Cringeé 
By Field Director Rodney J. Sawyer 

Pray:  Our bi-monthly newsletter, ñChilling 

Newsò, is full of stories about the people and 

ministry of ECCAK throughout the state.  It also 

has a daily prayer calendar.  If you would like to 

be added to our mailing list, please let us know. 

Encouragement;   Writing and/or call-

ing those who serve in the bush is a great minis-

try!  Want to adopt a church or a pastor?  Ask for 

a prayer card of a pastor. 

Mission Teams:  There are often times when 

we have need for teams of people to come and 

join with a local church, camp, college, youth 

group, etc. For a specific construction project or 

outreach event. 

Volunteers:  The ECCAK office needs volun-

teers to assist in administration, grant writing, 

special projects, etc. 

Financial:   God often calls people to give to 

ECCAK beyond the normal local church tithe or 

churches to place ECCAK in their mission 

budget.  Some are led to leave a gift through es-

tate planning to carry on the work in Alaska into 

the future. 

Credit Card Donations:  ECCAK can now 

receive donations via credit cards.  The perforated 

tab on the Prayer Calendar allows for this giving 

option.  Also, you can contact Sara Scoles at the 

ECCAK office (907) 694-6348 and she will be 

happy to assist you. 

Teachers or Nurses:  Christian teachers or 

nurses often come to Bush Alaska as 

ñmissionariesò and serve in the local Covenant 

church during off hours. 

Pastors/Youth Workers:  Often we have 

empty pulpits and are in need of pastors, short 

and long-term.  Many villages have no one reach-

ing out to the youth. 

Donate Air Miles:  Many people accumulate 

free air miles.  Please consider donating some to 

ECCAK to help a bush pastor and family get 

away for some R & R. 

The ECCAK mission is: To make disciples 

of Christ through a diverse culturally rele-

vant witness by healthy missional churches 

and their supporting organizations. 
 

The ECCAK Vision is: To challenge and 

assist every local church to become one that 

GROWSé 

   G = Godôs Word 

      R = Relationships 

         O = Outreach 

            W = Worship 

               S = Service 
 

The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska 
[ECCAK] is a non-conference ñfieldò of the Covenant 

Church of America.  We are dependent on the gifts 

from churches and people to carry out our mission for 
Christôs sake in Alaska. 

 

Field Director: Rodney J. Sawyer 

Associate Field Director: Nathan Toots 

Office Manager: Sara Scoles 

Ministry of Giving: 
The New Reality 

 

Letter to bank: 

 

Jan. 20, 2009 

 

Dear Sirs,  

 

My contribution check to ECCAK for 

$250 was returned marked "insufficient 

funds." In view of current developments 

in the banking industry, does that refer to 

me or to you?  

 

Sincerely, 

Your customer 
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You pay God a compliment by asking 
great things of Him. (Teresa of Avila)  
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Think Like a Man! 

 

Wife: "W
hacha doin' today, Honey?" 

 

Husband: "Nothing." 

 

Wife: "W
ait a minute, that's what you did all day 

yesterday!" 

 

Husband: "I w
asn't done yet." 

It is reported that a 

restaurant in Juneau 

displays a sign read-

ing, ñIf our food, 

drink, and service 

arenôt up to your 

standards, please 

lower your stan-

dards!ò 

If it werenôt for the last minute, 

nothing would ever get done! 

Bethel and Eagle River Churches Call Youth Pastors 
 

ECCAK believes in youth ministry and it is evident in many ways. The local churches of Alaska under-

stand the need to focus on the largest age group in Alaska, those 25 years old and younger. 

 

Pastor Hugh Forbes of Bethel looks forward to working with Isai Quinonez Jr. He and his wife Heidi 

came to Bethel the first of March all the way from California. The Quinonezs became good friends with 

Valarie Thomas of Bethel when they served together with YWAM. Good recruiting, Val!!! 

 

In Eagle River, the church began their search in seeking a replacement for Brian Nanninga. It seems their 

search did not have to look too far, as the Lord nudged Jeff Keyser into the position. It was an easy transi-

tion since Jeff had been serving in the Jr. High ministry. How we thank God for His provision! 

You know it's love 

when you can't fall 

asleep because 
reality is better 
than dreams.  

Just for the Pun of it! 
 

Nurse: ñDoctor! There's an invisible man in 

the waiting room demanding an exam!ò 

 

Doctor: ñTell him I can't see him right now.ò 
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Seasons Come and Seasons Go (Ecclesiastes 3:1)  
By Pastor Rick Hinkey 

  Continued next page...  

Words and Phrases...continued 

the matter. First, I highly recommend the book, 

ñSlaves, Women and Homosexualsò by William 

Webb. He does a fantastic job of introducing the 

concept of using a redemptive movement herme-

neutics. He shatters the slippery slope argument 

that says, ñallowing women to be in leadership 

will bring the acceptance of the homosexual life-

style into the church.ò A second book that does a 

great job of sorting through the larger maze of the 

various evangelical positions is called 

ñDiscovering Biblical Equalityò with general edi-

tors Ronald W. Pierce and Rebecca Merrill 

Groothuis. Neither of these books are for those 

In our minds, Wednesday July 11, 1995 was the 

day our journey to Alaska, began. The call 

came from former ECCAK Field (& Stream) 

Director Paul Wilson asking if Cindy 

and I could fly to Unalakleet that 

Friday, preach that Sunday at the 

Unalakleet Evangelical Covenant 

Church, and then fly back that Sun-

day evening.  It seemed impossible to 

us at that moment, but you know 

what God does with the impossible. 

A few weeks later we were planning 

our move to Alaska. 

 

God has proved Himself trustworthy 

and faithful each of our 14 years in 

Alaska; in our move to Unalakleet 

from Alberta, from Unalakleet to 

Fairbanks and even as He has led us to begin 

the move from Fairbanks to Chicago. It was not 

long before we realized these moves were in 

the mind of God long before they were in ours. 

Though this year is different (we awoke this 

morning, March 28th, to inches of fresh snow), 

there have been winters past that have retreated 

so quickly we barely had time to prepare for the 

inevitable flooded streets and backyards. This is 

how this coming season of change seems for us 

though we know that, regardless of how quickly 

it comes and how unprepared we feel, 

God brings these seasons into our lives 

in His perfect timing.  

 

When I first began to sense God stir-

ring my heart toward finishing my 

Masterôs Degree at North Park, I imme-

diately thought, ñImpossible! I have 

responsibilities here at C3 Fairbanks, 

two teens still at home and Lord you 

know what that is like trying to move 

teenagers from their friends! And what 

about the cost of school, the details of 

the move, andé?ò And God simply 

said ñImpossible!?ò We are now plan-

ning our move to Chicago and it seems like the 

anticipation is growing in all of us.  

ððððððððððððððððððð-- 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NIV)  
There is a time for everything, and a sea-

son for every activity under heaven... 
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Africans Hear from Alaskan 
By Dr. Keith Hamilton, President of ACC 

 

What place starts with an "A" like Alaska and also 

ends in "A" but is the extreme opposite? I found out 

when I traveled for two weeks in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo Jan. 14-28, 2009 in AF-

RICA.  33 hours of flying and airports, 7 hours in a 

pickup going only 70 miles, many passport controls, 

and 90 degrees/90% humidity three days later, I 

arrived in Businga, Congo. Shock. Poverty. Vibrant 

church. Joy. These are words that describe the 

thoughts as I 

spent this time 

with the Cove-

nant Pastors of 

the Congo- 1700 

strong including 

some of their 

spouses. This 

was their every 

other year get 

together where 

pastors would 

walk five days 

to arrive in this 

village of 

50,000 people. 

We had no elec-

tricity (unless a generator was available), no run-

ning water, and experienced the fullness of the fam-

ily of God in worship and praise during these long 

hot days. My translator, Rev. Keith Gustafson, 

spoke in Lingala and French depending on which 

group I spoke with among the pastors regarding 

Christian Formation- how we form disciples of Je-

sus outside of our normal efforts on Sunday morn-

ings. These men and women listened intently to this 

Alaskan. They had never seen snow before, we 

couldn't translate moose or muktuk, and had no idea 

where Alaska was. They did know that I represented 

all of you there as an ambassador from the US, 

along with ex-missionaries to the Congo, Rev. Brad 

and Ruth Hill who were also a part of the speaker 

team. 

The Congo Covenant Church has more bap-

tized believers than in the US and Canada 

combined- over 210,000 believers! They are 

so wealthy in spirit among such amazing 

poverty. I haven't been anywhere in the 

world where you could not at least find a 

Coke to buy. There were no stores, no gas 

stations, no services. The hospital in Karawa 

has electricity only when they can afford to 

run the generator as the hydroelectric dam is 

damaged. The last civil war there decimated 

much of the infrastructure of the country, 

including roads, bridges, and the dam. I was 

moved to see 18 

orphans in our 

newer orphanage 

there- they are in 

great need. They had 

not eaten that day 

due to a lack of 

food, had no shoes, 

could not afford the 

$2.50 for three 

months of schooling, 

and the only adult 

with them receives 

no salary. Of all the 

places I visited, this 

grabbed my heart 

the most as I too was 

once an orphan as an infant. Thanks to some 

of us in ECCAK that want to see those 18 

children have hope and a future. Very little 

money can do much. If you have interest in 

being a part of the Covenant orphanage, 

please contact me at ACC or 

Keith@akcc.org. 

 

My life is altered because of this trip to the 

Congo- thanks be to God for His worldwide 

church and our brothers and sisters extending 

hope and the Kingdom of God through our 

mission work over 11,000 miles from 

Alaska. 

2 Cor. 3:6  He has made us competent as minis-

ters of a new covenant--not of the letter but of the 

Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  

Check out these Covenant websites 

 

Covenant Newswire Service:  www.covchurch.orgðclick on the Newswire button 

Advocacy for Victims of Abuse:  www.covchurch.org/women/ava 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC):  www.cyak.org/about/cbc.html 

Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska:  www.eccak.org 

Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK):  www.cyak.org 

New Hope Counseling Center: www.nhccak.org 

Alaska Christian College:  www.akcc.org 

KICY: www.kicy.org 

Deep Thots: 
Where does all the white go when the snow melts? 

Is it ok to kiss a fool? Is it ok to let a fool kiss you? Or is the real question this: 

Should I ever let a kiss fool me? 

If opportunity doesn't knock, then should I consider building a door? 

Did you know that a pat on the back is only a few inches from a good kick in the rear? 

What happens when you help a man when he's in trouble? In all likelihood, he will remember you 

the next time he's in trouble. 

Is your problem really your problem or is your reaction to your problem your problem? 

Guess how you can win more friends: with your ears or with your mouth? 
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James Barefoot to Head Up Merge Ministry Alaskan Position 

James Barefoot is well-known in Alaska. He served with the Friends 

Church for some 17 years in Kobuk, AK. Prior to moving Palmer, James 

and his wife Evelyn served in the Nome Covenant Church. Both James 

and Evelyn believe the Lord has lead them to serve in some way to help 

those in ministry, especially from the bush. 

 

The Merge Ministry position will call for James to oversee groups that 

come to Alaska. He was fortunate to also have an assistant with Kate Can-

non, who will work along side James. Both are in the midst of raising sup-

port. James will be sharing with the ministerium at the 2009 ECCAK An-

nual Meeting in Hooper Bay about his vision for Alaska! 



 

 

2009 ECCAK 
ABA Meeting  May 2   Nome, AK 

AEC Graduation  May 2   Soldotna, AK 

ACC Graduation  May 3   Soldotna, AK 

ECC Annual Meeting June 25ðJune 28  Portland, OR 

COS Meeting  Sept. 11-Sept. 18  MN 

 

2009 Bible Camp 
Leadership Camp  May 27-June 1  North River 

High School Camp June 1-June 8 

Jr High Camp  June 8-June 15 

Trailblazer  June 15-June 20 

Pathfinder  June 20-June 25 

VISION   Aug. 4-Aug. 9 

The ECCAK Ministry Team ñ  òIn it together...ó 
 

Our Churches 
Nome, White Mountain Covenant, Golovin Covenant, Elim Covenant, Koyuk Covenant, Shaktoolik Cove-

nant, Unalakleet Covenant, Fairbanks Covenant, Mat-Su Covenant, Eagle River Covenant, Korean Hope 

Covenant, New Song Covenant, Anchorage First, Bethel Covenant, Mekoryuk Covenant, Hooper Bay Cove-

nant, Scammon Bay Covenant, Mountain Village Covenant, Kalskag Bible Chapel 

 

Our Supporting Organizations 

Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF) 

Covenant Youth of A laska (CYAK) 

Alaska Christian College (ACC) 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC) 

KICY  Radio 

 

Unalakleet Cook 
Book Opportunity! 
The Covenant Church of 

Unalakleet has cookbooks 

available with wonderful 

recipes from many of the 

local folks. To order, mail 

to POB 209, Unalakleet, 

AK, 99684. Cost for 1 is 

$20, for 2 is $30. Make 

checks payab le  to 

ñUnalakleet Sewing Cir-

cle.ò 
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ECCAK Churches in need of staff: 
Anchorage First Covenant: Pastor Filled!!!!  

Bethel Evangelical Covenant Church: Assoc. Pastor Filled!!!!  

Eagle River Community Covenant: Youth Pastor Filled!!!!  

No Name Church of Soldotna: Church Planter Filled!!!!  

Shaktoolik Covenant Church: Pastor 

Fairbanks Community Covenant Church: Senior Pastor 

Golovin Covenant Church: Pastor 

Scammon Bay Covenant Church: Pastor 

Kalskag Bible Chapel: Pastor 

No Name Church of Anchorage: No Name Church Planter LONôS BACK AT KICY! 

 

In 2009, Alaska celebrates 50 years of statehood! 

How to recognize an Alaskan resident: 
1. They measure distance in hours. 

2. They think igloo coolers or cardboard boxes with a 

little duct tape make great luggage.  

3. They are tan from the wrist down. 

4. They do all their shopping online. 

5. They first check the heater before buying a car. 

6. They have duct tape on at least one article of clothing. 

7. They donôt call the cops when they hear gunshots. 

8. They know people in Hawaii by name. 
 

[Taken in part from ñThe Frozen Toe Guide to Real Alaskan Livinôò] 

How to Speak Alaskan: 
Bug DopeðAnyone who goes any-

where in Alaska during the summer 

without mosquito repellent. 

Paniqtaqð[puh-NEEK-tuk] In 

northwest Alaska, meat or fish 

thatôs been hung out to dry into 

jerky. 

Lead dogðThe only member of a 

dog team with a view that changes. 

OutsidersðAll Americans except 

Alaskans. 
[Taken in part from ñHow to Speak Alaskanò by 
Mike Doogan] 
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