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All Together Again! 
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Left to right: Don Bruckner, Maynard Londborg, Roald Amundsen, Robert Fortuine  

Alaskans grieve yet another great 

loss, but not like those who have 

no hope. The picture above was 

taken of four men who were close 

friends and who have greatly im-

pacted Alaska for the sake of the 

Kingdom of God! It would seem 

the Lord aligned the men in the 

above picture in the order He was 

going to call them home. Now 

they are all together...again! Oh, if 

we could only go on Youtube to 

see that wonderful welcoming of 

Robert, first meeting the Lord and 

then, his good buddies. 

 

A Wasilla resident and longtime 

Alaska physician Dr. Robert For-

tuine, 75, died May 11, 2009, in 

Wasilla. He was born March 10, 

1934, in Cambridge, N.Y., and 

grew up in Ogunquit, Maine. 

Through a generous scholarship, 

he graduated from Phillips Exeter 

Academy in New Hampshire, and 

then attended Cornell University 
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where, in 1956, he received an A.B. in Ger-

man literature classics. In 1960, he was 

awarded his M.D., C.M. degree from McGill 

University in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. On 

Jan. 16, 1960, he married Sheila Anne Calder 

in Outremont, Quebec. After internship at 

Montreal General Hospital, he received a 

commission in the U.S. Public Health Service. 

While on active duty, he earned a Master of 

Public Health degree from Harvard and com-

pleted residency in general preventative medi-

cine at the University Of Oklahoma's Health 

Center. Field assignments in the Indian Health 

Service included successive postings as medi-

cal officer and medical officer in charge at the 

Turtle Mountain Chippewa Reservation at 

Belcourt, N.D. (1961-63), then as service unit 

director at Kanakanak in Alaska (1963-64), 

Bethel, (1964-67), on the Navajo Reservation 

at Fort Defiance, Ariz. (1970-71) and finally 

as director of the Alaska Native Medical Cen-

ter in Anchorage (1971-77). From 1977-1980, 

he was detailed to the U.S. State Department 

as international health attache, the liaison offi-

cer between the U.S. government and the 

World Health Organization in Geneva, Swit-

zerland. Until his retirement from the Public 

Health Service in 1987, he worked as a family 

Fortuine cont. 

In the spring of 2008 God placed a burden on our hearts for a summer trip for our youth. God con-

firmed that call when the ECCAK General Council granted our request for a $10,000 matching grant. 

It was just the beginning of what miracles He would work in our behalf over the next months. From last 

summer until now, we have seen solid growth in the lives of those involved. 

 

Our family, as well as seven youth from Nome made the journey to the lower 48. Once there we spent 

four weeks of intensive training, traveling, and ministering through song and testimony. The Lord beauti-

fully orchestrated opportunities both for the team to influence others, and for them to be influenced by 

wise and Godly mentors. 

 

Their lives are now impacting their homes and communities in a deeper way. One young lady had never 

even left the state before this trip. Through the influences of this summer, she has felt called of the Lord 

to return here to Nome and care for her four younger siblings, all in their early teens. From cleaning to 

cooking to attending their school parent/ teacher conferences, she is seeking to daily lay down her life to 

care for them because of a difficult family situation. Her deepest desire is to see her whole family won to 

the Lord. She was also influential in her best friend giving her life to Christ just this last week. 

 

Her life is not the only one impacted. We see a deepening maturity in each member of the team. We have 

been blessed to find them serving without recognition, praying for lost family members, being bold in 

their witness in our community, and passionate about God's Kingdom and their role in furthering it. 

Praise God! All of this was His calling, His provision, His blessing, and all the glory is His. 

 

CMJ Grant Make a Difference in Youthsõ Lives! 
By Nathan Hobbs, Youth Worker at Nome 

Fortuine cont. p. 14 

Cont. p. 3 

Pray:  Our bi-monthly newsletter, ñChilling 

Newsò, is full of stories about the people and 

ministry of ECCAK throughout the state.  It also 

has a daily prayer calendar.  If you would like to 

be added to our mailing list, please let us know. 

Encouragement;   Writing and/or call-

ing those who serve in the bush is a great minis-

try!  Want to adopt a church or a pastor?  Ask for 

a prayer card of a pastor. 

Mission Teams:  There are often times when 

we have need for teams of people to come and 

join with a local church, camp, college, youth 

group, etc. For a specific construction project or 

outreach event. 

Volunteers:  The ECCAK office needs volun-

teers to assist in administration, grant writing, 

special projects, etc. 

Financial:   God often calls people to give to 

ECCAK beyond the normal local church tithe or 

churches to place ECCAK in their mission 

budget.  Some are led to leave a gift through es-

tate planning to carry on the work in Alaska into 

the future. 

Credit Card Donations:  ECCAK can now 

receive donations via credit cards.  The perforated 

tab on the Prayer Calendar allows for this giving 

option.  Also, you can contact Sara Scoles at the 

ECCAK office (907) 694-6348 and she will be 

happy to assist you. 

Teachers or Nurses:  Christian teachers or 

nurses often come to Bush Alaska as 

ñmissionariesò and serve in the local Covenant 

church during off hours. 

Pastors/Youth Workers:  Often we have 

empty pulpits and are in need of pastors, short 

and long-term.  Many villages have no one reach-

ing out to the youth. 

Donate Air Miles:  Many people accumulate 

free air miles.  Please consider donating some to 

ECCAK to help a bush pastor and family get 

away for some R & R. 

The ECCAK mission is: To make disciples 

of Christ through a diverse culturally rele-

vant witness by healthy missional churches 

and their supporting organizations. 
 

The ECCAK Vision is: To challenge and 

assist every local church to become one that 

GROWSé 

   G = Godôs Word 

      R = Relationships 

         O = Outreach 

            W = Worship 

               S = Service 
 

The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska 
[ECCAK] is a non-conference ñfieldò of the Covenant 

Church of America.  We are dependent on the gifts 

from churches and people to carry out our mission for 
Christôs sake in Alaska. 

 

Field Director: Rodney J. Sawyer 

Associate Field Director: Nathan Toots 

Office Manager: Sara Scoles 

Things to ponderé 
 

~ Consciousness: That annoying time 

between naps. 

~ To steal ideas from one person 

is plagiarism; to steal from many 

is research. 

~ When all is said and done, 

more is said than done. 

~ Better to understand a little 

than to misunderstand a lot.  

~ Borrow money from a pessi-

mist, they don't expect it back.  

~ Generally speaking, you aren't learning 

much when your mouth is moving.  

~ If you lend someone $20, and never 

see that person again, it was probably 

worth it.   

15 



Notice: Clairvoyants meeting canceled due to unforeseen events.  
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The greatest of faults is to be 

conscious of none.  

THOMAS CARLYLE 

Think About 

It  

 

There are worse 

things than getting 

a call for a wrong 

number at 4 AM. 

It could be a right 

number. 

 

A bird does not sing 

because it has an answer 

-- it sings because it 

has a song.  Beware! 664 & 668! 

The neighbors of the Beast.  

physician and emergency room physician at the 

Alaska Native Medical Center, then spent an-

other 12 years as a volunteer operating a 

weekly skin clinic at the hospital. Since 1989, 

Dr. Fortuine taught first-year medical students 

at the University of Alaska Anchorage as part 

of the WWAMI Program of the University of 

Washington. He was also adjunct (later affili-

ate) professor of health sciences at UAA and 

clinical professor of family medicine at the 

University Of Washington School of Medicine.  

 

In his later years, he was known mainly as a 

medical historian of Alaska and the arctic re-

gions. He wrote six books, edited and co-edited 

two proceedings of international conferences, 

and collaborated on three major published bib-

liographies on the health of the indigenous peo-

ples of North America. In addition, he pub-

lished many papers, notably in the areas of the 

impact of disease on Alaskan history, Alaska 

Native traditional medicine, and medical as-

pects of arctic exploration. Over the years he 

was presented with many awards, including 

several Public Health Service medals, the John 

Phillips Award "for service to the public good," 

the Trudeau Award, the Jack Hildes Medal, and 

an honorary Doctor of Science from the Uni-

versity of Alaska. He was named Alaska Histo-

rian of the Year in 1990 for his book "Chills 

and Fever: Health and Disease in the Early His-

tory of Alaska" and again in 2005 for his book 

"Must We All Die? Alaska's Enduring Struggle 

with Tuberculosis." He was also a Fellow of the 

Arctic Institute of North America, a founding 

member of the American Society for Circum-

polar Health, and a co-founder of the Amund-

sen Educational Center in Soldotna (a Christian 

vocational school for Alaska Natives).  

Fortuine cont. 

About th
e tim

e you 

learn all t
he answers, 

rest a
ssured th

at th
ey 

will c
hange all t

he 

questio
ns.  

When your M
om 

is mad at your 

dad, don't le
t her 

brush your hair.  

A synonym is a word you use in 

place of one you can't spell.  

Word Play and Mind Messinõ 
The nuclear physicist took a vacation for a 

fission trip.  
The world's full of apathy, but who cares?  
Today is the day for decisive action! ... Or 

is it? 
Cole's Law: Thinly sliced cabbage.  
For those people who like peace and quiet: 

a phoneless cord.  
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Let My Young People Go! 

Some Bible scholars claim that most of Jesusô disciples were probably teenagers! Imagine that! Jesus ac-

tually entrusted the gospel in the hands of young people...and the message is still going around the world 

because of a small group of young people. When we do not get out of the way and turn ministry over to 

them, it is like holding them on bondage, just like when the Hebrews were held by the Egyptians. We 

need to let go of our guarded positions of authority and power and hand the baton over so that our young 

people can run the race. When we hang on and refuse to entrust like Jesus did with the disciples, we are 

somewhat like the Pharaoh. But we thank God for those who believe on our young people! There are 

more and more youth who no longer want to be served but are ready to serve; young people who donôt 

just want to be taught, but are ready to teach; teens who no longer just want to be led around, but are 

ready to lead! When will we let this people group go? 

The young Leaders 4 Life students serve communion to all. 

It was a huge undertaking to spend that month 

of travel. Gas soared above $4 a gallon, and 

airfare was expensive. The grant that was so 

marvelously provided was to us a provision from 

God's hand. We are thankful for the investment 

made in the lives of these young people. Eternity 

will show the extent of the harvest, and we are 

trusting and praying for 100 fold. 

Grant cont. 

What we see is mainly what we look for.  



One of Godôs names is Jehovah Jira, which 

means, ñGod Provides.ò That manifested itself so 

clearly at the ECCAK 2009 Annual Meeting. The 

kaleidoscope of spiritual light, we believe, was 

shed on many hearts. 

 

The theme of the ECCAK Annual Meeting was 

ñRacial Righteousness.ò This is not a ñtermò you 

will find in the Scriptures together, but both are 

concepts we find in the Bible. Certainly, when 

Jesus met the Samaritan Woman at the well, we 

see His righteousness shine through as He minis-

ters to a ñSamaritan womanò that others have cast 

aside. 

 

All we received was a ñtasteò since both Debbie 

Blue and Dick Lucco were not given the time 

needed for a full course meal on the matter. But 

we  did ñtaste and see that the Lord is goodò as 

they brought us His precepts on the matter. 

 

Melanie Smith, the ECCAK Ava Coordinator, 

also did some training to the pastors and leaders 

in how to help the abused. 

 

Finally, Lance Kramer and Curtis Ivanoff chal-

lenged the youth in 2 areas: Surrendering to 

Christ by Lance and Going Deeper with Christ 

from Curtis. 

 

We thank God for these sisters and brothers who 

served us so well! Jehovah Jira indeed!  

Rom 12:6 ï9 God in his kindness gave each of us 
different gifts. If your gift is speaking God's word, 
make sure what you say agrees with the Christian 
faith. If your gift is serving, then devote yourself to 
serving. If it is teaching, devote yourself to teach-
ing.  If it is encouraging others, devote yourself to 
giving encouragement. If it is sharing, be gener-
ous. If it is leadership, lead enthusiastically. If it is 
helping people in need, help them cheerfully.  

Speakers Bless ECCAK at the 2009 Annual Meeting 

Debbie Blue Dick Lucco 

Melanie Smith 

Lance Kramer Curtis Ivanoff 
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When a person wants to believe something, 
it doesn't take much to convince them.  

Check out these Covenant websites 
 

Covenant Newswire Service:  www.covchurch.orgðclick on the Newswire button 

Advocacy for Victims of Abuse:  www.covchurch.org/women/ava 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC):  www.cyak.org/about/cbc.html 

Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska:  www.eccak.org 

Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK):  www.cyak.org 

New Hope Counseling Center: www.nhccak.org 

Alaska Christian College:  www.akcc.org 

KICY: www.kicy.org 

Top Ten Oxymorons: 
10. Computer security 

9. Political science 

8. Tight slacks 

7. Definite maybe 

6. Pretty ugly 

5. Twelve-ounce pound cake 

4. Diet ice cream 

3. Working vacation 

2. Exact estimate 

1. Microsoft Works 
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Your New ECCAK General Council 

The ECCAK General Council consists of 11 

members: Three from the YK Delta, three 

from the Norton Sound, three from the Road

-System and two ex-officio members, the 

Executive Director of the Department of 

Church Growth and Evangelism from ECC 

and the Regional Field Director of ECCAK, 

both of whom are voting members. Please 

remember to pray for them as they serve 

Christ in this capacity. Following the 2009 

ECCAK Annual Meeting in Hooper Bay, 

your new council is as follows: 

1. Linda Bekoalok NS [new] 

2. Harvey Fiskeaux NS 

3. Nathan Nagaruk NS [new] 

4. Nelson Davies YKD 

5. Carl Elwood YKD 

6. John Uttereyuk YKD [new] 

7. James Barefoot RS [new] 

8. Dave Rose RS 

9. Cheryl Siemers RS 

10. Dave Olson CG&E Director [new]   

11. Rodney J. Sawyer RFD 

 

A special thanks to Grace Morris of Koyuk 

and Sam Weston of Mekoryuk for their ser-

vice the last three years! 

The sign above is on display in WA and was 

submitted by Marie Gillaspie of Seatac. 

Hard Words 
Pride is nothing more than 

the defecating of self above God. 



 

 

2009 ECCAK 
Pastor Candidate   Aug. 7-10  Golovin 

COS Meeting  Sept. 11-18  MN 

ECCAK GC Retreat/Mtg Sept. 25-28  Anchorage 

ACC Board Mtg  Nov. 13-14  Eagle River 

ECCAK Pastor/Leader RetreatðTBD  Palmer 

 

2009 Bible Camp 
VISION   Aug. 4-Aug. 9  Unalakleet 

The ECCAK Ministry Team ñ  òIn it together...ó 
 

Our Churches 
Nome, White Mountain Covenant, Golovin Covenant, Elim Covenant, Koyuk Covenant, Shaktoolik Cove-

nant, Unalakleet Covenant, Fairbanks Covenant, Mat-Su Covenant, Eagle River Covenant, Korean Hope 

Covenant, New Song Covenant, Anchorage First, Bethel Covenant, Mekoryuk Covenant, Hooper Bay Cove-

nant, Scammon Bay Covenant, Mountain Village Covenant, Kalskag Bible 

Chapel, Soldotna Church Plant 

 

Our Supporting Organizations 

Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF) 

Covenant Youth of A laska (CYAK) 

Alaska Christian College (ACC) 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC) 

KICY  Radio 

 

Unalakleet Cook 
Book Opportunity! 
The Covenant Church of 

Unalakleet has cookbooks 

available with wonderful 

recipes from many of the 

local folks. To order, mail 

to POB 209, Unalakleet, 

AK, 99684. Cost for 1 is 

$20, for 2 is $30. Make 

checks payab le  to 

ñUnalakleet Sewing Cir-

cle.ò 
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ECCAK Churches in need of staff: 
Shaktoolik Covenant Church: Pastor 

Fairbanks Community Covenant Church: Senior Pastor 

Golovin Covenant Church: Pastor 

Scammon Bay Covenant Church: Pastor 

Kalskag Bible Chapel: Pastor 

No Name Church of Anchorage: No Name Church Planter 

"My doctor tells me I suffer from 

extreme hypochondria. He  

prescribed a strong placebo, but I 

don't think it's working."  

"The sooner you fall behind, the 

more time you'll have to  

catch up." 

When Satan reminds you of your past, 
remind him of his future.  

 

Just Pics from Annual Meeting... 
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Who is this man? He was leaving the EC-

CAK 2009 Annual Meeting when someone 

took his picture! Is he the Zorro of the Arc-

tic? The Long Ranger of the Tundra? The 

Robin Hood of the reindeer herders? No, it 

is probably none of these. You see, April 

on the west coast of Alaska is still winter. 

He was simply getting ready to ride his 

snogo back to the village where he lives. 

Pastor Tom Luchsinger 

gives the camera man a 

ñLeave me alone, Iôm 

readingò look. 

Dennis Weidler, 

KICY Gen. Mgr. 

broadcasts live 

coverage of the 

ECCAK Annual 

meeting from 

Hooper Bay. 
The Funks: [L to R] Josh, Barney, Lydia, Grant and Lenna, 

along with a host of others, provided outsiders with a great 

time at the ECCAK Annual Mtg. THANKS HOOPER BAY! 

Pastors Wass Mute of Koyuk and Harvey 

Fiskeaux of Nome let their hair down. 

Nancy Sawyer shares with the delegates 

about the ECCAK Womenôs ministry. 

Poster in Trailmarker Youth Cen-

ter with all the Leaders 4 Life. 


