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SCAMMON BAY, AK (November 23, 2010) ï The pastor of the Evangelical Covenant 
Church in this remote Western Alaska village will soon have a working boiler in his 
home, thanks to the generosity of Covenanters in several conferences. 

The North Pacific Conference received $12,000 from individuals, churches, and con-
ferences to replace a boiler that failed in the parsonage where Pastor Jason Strom-
stad lives. 

Since the boiler broke, an old wood stove has been the only source of heat, and wood 
is in short supply. Scammon Bay is located next to 
the Bering Sea and snow already has fallen in the 
area, with temperatures dropping into the teens. 

The conference issued an urgent appeal for funds 
in October when the office learned the boiler had 
broken. ñWe have had a tremendous response 
from both individuals and congregations as people 
have heard about this need,ò says Krisann Jarvis 
Foss, director of conference ministries. ñIt was 
heartwarming and encouraging to see the body of 
Christ respond in kindness and generosity.ò 

The conference has partnered with the village over 
the past several years and teams of Covenanters 
have been making repairs to the parsonage and 
helping minister to the community. 

A four-person team will install a new boiler, add a 
boiler mate and heat exchanger to the system, and replace all of the fin tubes in the 
house, says Michael Hassemer of Arctic Barnabas. The nonprofit organization works 
with the Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska (ECCAK) to coordinate building pro-
jects in villages that include conferences as partners. 

The team will travel to Scammon Bay November 28 and return December 4. Team 
members include Dennis OôConnell of Cedarcreek Covenant Church in Maple Valley, 
Washington, and Bob Larson from Praise Covenant Church in Tacoma, Washington. 
A staff member with Arctic Barnabas and a pilot will accompany the team. 

Reaching People for Christõs Sake from Near the North Pole 
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The early Covenanters 
were very good about 
asking the question 
ñWhere is it written?ò 
That question needs to 
continue to propel us into 
the future as a people of 
Godôs Word where we 
believe in the centrality of 

the Scriptures. 

At our recent Pastor/Leader Retreat, we had an 
open forum to discuss the practice of Native 
dancing. It was a very good and civil discussion 
where everyone was welcomed to voice their 
thoughts. I now take the liberty after the retreat 
to do some more ñwhere is it writtenò study. 
Following are all  the Scriptures that talk about 
dancing in the NIV translation: 

Ex. 15:20; 32:19 - Judges 11:34; 
21:21-23 - 1 Sam. 18:6-7; 21:11; 29:5 
- 2 Sam. 6:14-16 - 1 Kings 18:26 - 1 
Chron. 15:29 - Job 21:11 ï Ps. 30:11; 
149:3; 150:4 ï Eccl. 3:4 - Song of 
Songs 6:13 ï Lam. 5:15 ï Jer. 31:4, 
13 ï Matt. 11:17; 14:6 - Mark 6:22 - 
Luke 7:32; 15:25 

It would seem obvious to this writer that the 
Bible does not condemn dancing in and of it-
self. Passages like 2 Sam. 6:14 says that David 
ñdanced before the LORD with all his mightéò 
and from Ps. 149:3 it says ñLet them praise His 
name with dancing and make music to Him with 
tambourine and harp.ò Many cultures around 
the world still use dancing in their worship of 
the LORD, just like the Hebrew people of old. 

What does the Bible say about drums? This is 
a little more difficult to discern. The Hebrew 
word ñtofò is translated as ñtrimbelsò in the KJV 
or as ñtambourinesò in the NIV, not as ñdrums.ò 
What is a Hebrew ñtof?ò According to Wikipe-
dia, the free encyclopedia on the web, a 
ñtimbrel or tabretò is ñthe principal musical in-
strument of percussion of the Israelites.ò It 

ñreferred to a hoop of wood or metal over which 
was stretched a parchment head.ò It seems the 
ñtofò was simply a frame drum used by the Isra-
elites.  

The Scriptures seem to authorize the Hebrew 
drummer to strike the ñtofò [1] during times of 
celebration (1 Chron 13:8), [2] when praising 
God (Ps 150:4), [3] in collective worship (Ps 
68:25), [4] when speaking prophecy (1 Sam 
10:5, 6), [5] when suppression ends (Ps. 81:2-
7), [6] as a result of the Lordôs sovereignty (Jer. 
31:4; Ps. 149) and [7] when salvation comes 
(Ex. 15:19-21). 

My simplistic view of drums and dancing goes 
along these lines: The Bible does not condemn 
the use of dancing or drums. In fact, it seems to 
encourage the use of both. For me, dancing 
and drums can be used for good or for evil, just 
as one could use a knife to cut up food to feed 
the hungry [good] or use it to stab and kill oneôs 
neighbor [evil]. Things are not inherently good 
or evil. What we do with them is a demonstra-
tion of where the heart is. Can Native dancing 
be used in worshipping the LORD God? I be-
lieve so, if the words to the song reveal God to 
the listeners and participantséand if it does not 
cause someone to stumble [I Cor. 10:25-33]. 

Rodneyõs Reflections - Dance and Drum: òWhere is it Written?ó 

Students from ACC share in non-traditional 

dance at the ACC Banquet on November 6th. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israelites
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Jimmyõs Songs 

Before entering a battle of wits...  
      better check your ammunition. 

Jimmy Andrew is a gifted young man who has graduated from Alaska Christian College [ACC] and 
is now working on staff with Curtis Ivanoff as Enrollment Recruiter. One of his gifts that is often 

exercised is creating words for Native dancing. Some of the words 
center on simply telling a story around daily life in the Native cul-
ture such as hunting, fishing, berry picking, etc. Recently, at the 
2010 ACC banquet held at Change Point Church in Anchorage, 
the students lead in a dance that focused on our Lord. Following 
are the words, written by Jimmy, first in Inupiat and then English. 

 

Nanraumali Agayun Nanraumali Agayun Nanraumali 
Agayun Nanraumali Agayun. Ellii kiimi nanrarnarquq, 
allamek nanrarngaitukut, Ellii kiimi nanrarnarquq, al-
lamek nanrarngaitukut. 

 

Praise ye the Lord, Praise ye the Lord, Praise ye the 
Lord, Praise ye the Lord, He is the only to be praised, 
we will worship no other, He is the only to be praised, 
we will worship no other. 

Daffy-nition of a recipe: A series of 
step-by-step instructions for pre-
paring ingredients you forgot to 
buy, in utensils you don't own, to 
make a dish the dog won't eat. 

Ed Shirk on ECCAK GC 

Ed Shirk is from Community Covenant - Fairbanks. He has served on 
the church council there in the past years. He loves freedom within the 
Covenant. He has worked with various Native mission organizations in 
the lower 48. He has been appointed as the replacement for James 
Barefoot on the ECCAK General Council. 

Ed with his grandson. 
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Deborah Penny and Paul De Neui blessed everyone with 
their teaching and training on Cross-Cultural Competence. 

A future preacher? Isaiah 

Landlord attends his first 

Pastor Leader retreat. 

Learning from role playingé and having fun doing it!

 

Spontaneous worship leading. 

Lots of G
roup S

inging
 

Gracious Doreen Olson gives greet-
ings from ECC to those gathered 

Largest Pas-
tor Leader 

gathering in 
8 years! 

November Pastor Leader Retreat High Lights 
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Pictures are worth more than a 1000 words! 

Attendees were blessed with morning 
devotions from James Barefoot, Helen 
Cepero, and James Ventress. 

Lots of prayer attention 
was given to the newest 
members of the ECCAK 
team and to collaborat-
ing partners;  (left to 
right from top) George 
and Eunice Landlord, 
Brad Olson, Lance 
Kramer, Jason Strom-
stad, Amanda Hunt, 
and Don and Fei Cross. 

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for 
full restoration, encourage one another, be of 
one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and 
peace will be with you 

2 Cor. 13:11  
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The Many Travels of James Barefoot 
By James Barefoot - ECCAK Associate Field Director 

During October I had the privilege of 
traveling to our churches in Hooper Bay 
and Scammon Bay. 

While the typical fall weather held me up 
for 7 hours in Bethel I was happy to see 
that they had snow and were already 
starting to use their snow machines! I 
had a wonderful visit with Pastor Grant 
and Lena Funk and was able to get in 
on the Friday night youth ministries of 
their great team in Hooper Bay. 

The next day I made the 20 minute flight 
to Scammon Bay to get acquainted with 
Pastor Jason Stromstad. 

Jason and I had long talks about ministry in the parsonage and were delighted with the invitation to 
eat our main meals with John and Carolyn Uttereyuk in their home. We had some great conversations 
with John and Carolyn concerning Cross Cultural ministry. On Sunday morning, October 31st I had 

the joy of preaching on the "Responsibilities 
of the Pastor" and conducting the Installation 
Service of Pastor Jason before a full and 
joyful congregation! I am so thankful that 
Rodney Sawyer sent me on this ministry visit 
where my own heart was greatly encouraged 
by the faith of these village churches.   

Jason Stromstadôs Installation service. 

Prayer is lifted up over Pastor Jason 

 

Say  

ôGood Byeô  

the hassle of 

more  

paper!!! 

Sign up today to receive the  

Chilling News Electronically!!!  

Make your life as simple as óclick, read, saveô! 

Visit eccak.org to sign up and try something NEW! 

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, 

the Holy Spirit said, ñSet apart for me Barnabas 

and Saul for the work to which I have called them.ò 

So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed 

their hands on them and sent them off. 

Acts 13:2-3 



7 

Alaska Representative is Bill Hickman  
from Snowqualmie, Washington 
 

He can be reached at: 

1-888-494-0663 or   

wchickman@CovenantEstatePlanning.org 

How Can We Help You Build It? 


