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Native Alaskan Sets Record 

News Inside this Issue: 

Rae Fancher, was born in Nome and grew up in Bethel. She was drawn to 

attend Alaska Christian College in 2004 and completed their program in 

2006. After much prayer and counsel from others, it seemed to Rae that the 

Lord would have her to attend the prestigious U. S. Naval Academy in Anna-

polis, Maryland. She started the program in the fall of 2006. Her involvement 

with the Bethel ROTC also played a part in this important life decision. 

 

On May 28th of 2010, Keith [President of ACC] and Debbie Hamilton 

[Executive Director of New Hope Counseling Center] pose with Rae after 

they made their way to Annapolis for this historic event...the first Alaskan 

Native Female to graduate from the Naval Academy. Raeôs major was gen-

eral engineering. Alaskans have so many young people we are proud of and 

Rae is just one of hundreds who inspire us all. 

 

Congratulations Rae!  
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The poem above was written out for me by Jayne 

Hanna of Mekoryuk a few years back when I was 

visiting in their home. It is a poem made up by 

Jayneôs dad, Pastor Nathan Hanna, about his 

youngest son Arthur, apparently when they once 

lived on the mighty Kuskokwim River. The day of 

my visit, Jayne was repeating the poem over and 

over to her younger brother Arthur. I asked her to 

write down, because it had such ña good ring to 

it.ò 

 

As I was cleaning my office area one morning 

recently, I came across the simple poem she had 

written down for me and pondered on the words. 

They were words of such encouragement for little 

Arthur, who was struggling with some health is-

sues at that time. I was reminded of a passage 

from the Scriptures that states: ñThere are those 

who speak rashly, like the piercing of a sword, but 

the tongue of the wise brings healing.ò Prov. 12:18 

(AMP)  

We live in times where our TV sitcoms are filled 

with ñhumorousò put downs. We live in days 

where our politicians on both sides of the isle are 

quick to speak ñthe truthò sharply of one another 

in the careful spinning of their words. Both the 

media and our Politician's have had tsunamic 

effects on the secular culture of our today, which 

one would expect. But I am afraid it has also 

been embedded into Christian families and the 

church. Many a child grows up with a destroyed 

spirit because all they get from home are nega-

tive words. Many a person looses their faith be-

cause a well-meaning bother or sister is deter-

mined to ñset the record straight.ò 

How I thank God for those who understand the 

power of their words to heal and provide hope. 

Thank you Jayne for being such an encourager 

and example by sharing with ñLittel Arthurò 

words that built him up and did not tear him 

down. Maybe, just maybe, he will grow up and 

be ñsmart,ò be ñmanly,ò be ñhappyò and be a 

man who loves God because you helped daddy 

and mommy plant that seed while he was so 

young and impressionable. After all, ñKind 

words are like honeyð sweet to the soul and 

healthy for the body.ò Prov. 16:24 (NLT)  

Proverbs 16:24 Poem 
 

Littel Art, Arthur, Arthur Stanly, 

Heôs so smart! And heôs so manly, 

He loves God; God loves him, 

Happyist boy on the Kuskokwim! 

The Power of Words 
By Rodney J. Sawyer 
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Pray  

Our newsletter, òChilling Newsó, is full of 

stories about the people and the ministry of 

ECCAK throughout Alaska. If you would like 

to be added to our mailing list, please let us 

know.  

Encouragement  

Writing and/or calling those who serve in 

the bush is a great ministry.  Want to adopt a 

church or a pastor? Ask for a prayer card of  

one of our team members.  
 

Mission Teams  

Often times we have need for teams of peo-

ple to come and join with a local church, 

camp, college, youth group, etc. for a construc-

tion project or outreach event. You can con-

nect through Alaska Merge Ministry at:  

       www.akmerge.com/how -it -works  
     

Financial  

God often calls people to give to ECCAK 

beyond the normal local church tithe. And 

sometimes churches place ECCAK in their 

mission budget.  Some are led to leave a gift 

through estate planning for work in Alaska 

into the future.  
 

Credit Card Donations  

ECCAK can receive donations via credit 

cards.  You can contact the ECCAK office 

(907) 694-6348 and Sara or Yvonne will be 

happy to assist you.  
 

Teachers or Nurses  

Christian teachers and nurses often come 

to bush Alaska to serve in the local Covenant 

church during off hours. Also, some villages 

have no one reaching out to the youth. Call 

the ECCAK office 694 -6348. 

ECCAK mission 
To make disciples of Christ through a diverse 

culturally relevant witness by healthy missional 

churches and their supporting organizations. 

ECCAK Vision 
To challenge and assist every local church to 

become one that GROWSé 

   G = Godôs Word 

      R = Relationships 

         O = Outreach 

            W = Worship 

               S = Service 

The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska  

[ECCAK] is a non-conference ñfieldò of the Covenant 

Church of America, dependent on the gifts from 

churches and people to carry out our mission for 

Christôs sake in Alaska. 

 

Field Director: Rodney J. Sawyer 

Associate Field Director: Nathan Toots 

Church Plant Consultant: Mike Brown 

Alaska AVA Coordinator: Melanie Smith 

Office Manager: Sara Scoles 

Office Assistant: Yvonne Edmonson 

             Ways Your  

         Hands and Heart  

             Can Help! 

 

Pastors/Youth Workers  

Often we have empty pulpits and are in 

need of pastors, short and long -term.  Some 

villages have no one reaching out to the 

youth.  

 

Donate Air Miles  

If you accumulate free air miles, please 

consider donating to help a bush pastor and 

family get away for some respite.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give to Bible Camp  
 

     Through the ECCAK office, you can do-

nate money to help send a child or young 

person to Bible Camp!  
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IS YOUR HUT BURNING? 
 

The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited island.  He prayed feverishly for 

God to rescue him, and every day he scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. 
 

Exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, and 

to store his few possessions. 
 

But then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, the smoke rolling 

up to the sky.  The worst had happened; everything was lost.  He was stunned with grief and anger. 
 

"God, how could you do this to me?!" he cried. 
 

Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that was approaching the island.  It had 

come to rescue him. 
 

"How did you know I was here?" asked the weary man of his rescuers. 
 

"We saw your smoke signal," they replied. 

An invention that never 

got off the grounds. 

My mom said that the 

economy has gotten so 

bad that yesterday she 

received in the mail a 

pre - declined credit 

card application.  

The secret of managing life 
is to keep the folks who can't 

stand you away from the 
folks who are undecided. 

A Deep Thot:  An 
unemployed jester 
is nobody's fool. 

Only in Alaska! 

BEAR SIGNS: There are lots of bears in Alaska. Wise hikers will wear little 

bells while on the trail, and constantly keep an eye out for bear droppings. You 

can easily tell which droppings are bear droppings because they are the ones 

with little bells in them. 
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One Whoppinõ Big Catfish or Big Whoppinõ Story!                                      

Learn more at:  

 akmerge.com/how - it - works 

      Kate Cannon 

    Trip Facilitator  

 Road  System Churches  

907-227-3420 

  ktrynr@gmail.com 

South East Conference Superintendant Robert 

Owens takes Rodney Sawyer fishing on a river 

while Rodney was down to speak at their menôs 

retreat in Georgia. Rodney hooked a whopper! It 

took both men to land the monster. The catfish 

eventually  broke Rodneyôs line at the edge of 

the river and both men had to jump in the water 

to hoist this ñRiver Monsterò out.  Rodney is 

considering starting his own TV show. 

 

Not everyone will take this story hook, line and 

sinker. For some, this story is the only whopper 

they see. Some people might even think that 

Rodney put someone up to doctoring several 

pictures with some fancy computer software. 

 

So which camp are you in? A real fish or a whopper story? You pick. But donôt be surprised if you see Rod-

ney and Robert on TVôs  ñRiver Monstersò show sometime real soon. 

          James Barefoot 

Trip Facilitator  

Village Churches 

907-304-1617  

artic4jim@yahoo.com 

Merge staff  
¶ Listens to your team ministry goals. 

¶ Helps you find ways to cut costs. 

¶ Leads your team through an orientation to fit your ministry. 

¶ Accompanies your team for a smooth. effective week of ministry. 
¶ Encourages and facilitates continued communication  
     and long term relationships. 
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 An Elim Alaska Excursion 

Recently, Rodney Sawyer and Byron Bruckner went to Elim to meet 

Don Cross and his wife Fei. Rodney and Byronôs host family had a 

sudden change in plans, so they ended up staying with the Cross Fam-

ily.  
 

Don picked Rodney up at the airport on his snogo and took him to his 

house, introduced his wife Fei and returned to get Byron. Rodney said 

he was amazed at what he saw. 

Fei had three children fussing, 

two were twin babies [girl and 

boy], she had a phone strung 

around her neck and was in the 

middle of an on-line class with 

the speaker phone on, she was 

cooking supper for two unex-

pected guests, and the most 

amazing thing, she had a smile on her face! 
 

It was a good time of being together with the Cross family. Byron 

and Rodney spent a good deal of time holding a twin on their 

knee. The Elim church has asked Don to be their interim pastor as 

he steps through some processes with the ECC. Previously, Don 

was involved with a church in Stebbins and also worked several years with Teen Challenge as a coun-

selor. Don grew up as a boy in Elim and loves it there.  
 

Fei served as a missionary to her own country of Malaysia before she met Don. She is presently serving 

as a village counselor in Elim. Her family still lives in Malaysia. Their family picture is located in the 

middle of this newsletter in the prayer section. 
 

Don and Fei shared much of their life story with Bruckner and Sawyer. Their marriage was technologic 

sovereignty, that is, they met on the internet while Fei lived in her home country of Malaysia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As per Pastor Greg Asimakoupoulos (who also provided the picture) the sister and brother picture above 

appeared for decades in the World Book Encyclopedia article on Eskimos. Apparently the Brown family 

was chosen to tour the USA back in the forties as part of some marketing campaign.  

World Book Encyclopedia Stars 
The picture on the left is of Jack Brown and his sister 
�7�K�H�O�P�D�� �7�K�H�� �S�L�F�W�X�U�H�� �D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �� ���������V�¶�� �(�G�L�W�L�R�Q��

of World Book Encyclopedia. Jack now lives in 
Golovin and Thelma lives in White Mountain. 
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           òGrandpa Ostõs Stories Warm The Heartó                     

 
What is your legacy?     

How can we help you build it? 

Both current and legacy charitable gifts are part of our 

stewardship of what God has entrusted to us.   

Even if we cannot afford large gifts during lifetime, a 

legacy gift from our estate can be significant.  These 

gifts can continue our involvement with ministry long 

after current gifts have ceased, and can fund special pro-

jects or programs that may be close to our hearts.  

Alaska Representative is Bill Hickman  

from Snowqualmie, Washington 
 

 

He can be reached at: 

1-888-494-0663 or   

wchickman@CovenantEstatePlanning.org 

In 1979, Jan-Olov Schroder wrote a biography on L. E. Ost, better known as ñGrandpaò here in Alaska.  

Unfortunately, for non-Swedish speakers, Schroder wrote the book in Swedish.  But English-speakers-only 

were not to be denied the stories of Grandpa Ost. Sometime later, the late and long-time Covenant mission-

ary and North Park Prof. Sigurd Westberg translated the book into English.           

Copies of his translation have been floating 

around for several years.  

Now, a few lucky people can read stories like:  

 

ñThe Wedding in a Sleeping Bagò 

   Or 

ñGrandpa Killed a Grizzly With One Shot 

Through the Wall.ò 

 

There is so much  history of the beginning of  the 

Covenant in Alaska woven throughout the book. 

The book was named : 
 

Grandpa: 

 A Mission in Alaska 

The English translated version has been digitized, reformatted and fitted into a beautiful hard 

bound hand-crafted wooden cover. For your treasured copy of this limited supply, please fill out the 

enclosed envelope right away. Copies will be manufactured and mailed to donors on a first come basis. 

ECCAK is making a special offer 

for those who donate $200 or more to the ministry. 


