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Pastoral Prospects Procured! 
Three of our churches end the long prayerful process of searching for a new pastor.  

 

Fairbanks Community Covenant, whose search 

committee was lead by Marne Rickards, called Pas-

tor Ken Moore on July 12 after a full week of getting 

to know he and his wife Sandy. 

 

 

 

 

The Scammon Bay 

Covenant Church, 
lead by church chair 

John Uttereyuk, 

brought Pastor Ja-

son Stromstad to their village to candidate and on 

July 26 they voted to call him as their pastor. Jason 

accepted fighting back some tears of joy. 

 

 

Finally, Golovin 

Covenant Church,, 

lead by church chair Craig Willoya and with the wis-

dom of Maggie Olson, asked Brad Olson to candi-

date. On August 10, the church voted to call him. 

Pastor Brad had no hesitation in accepting, also try-

ing to hold back the tears. 

 

 

 

 

 

We still are waiting on the Lord for three other churches in their search: Shaktoolik, 

Elim and Kalskag. May the Lord provide. 

 

For a brief profile on each of the three new pastors above, turn the page... 
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Ken and Sandy Moore: Ken received his seminary training from Bethel Theo-

logical Seminary in St. Paul, MN. He has served in ministry for 35 years most re-

cently as pastor in churches in Colorado Springs, CO, Crystal Lake, IL, and Duluth, 

MN. Ken and Sandy have most recently been involved with Global Dawn Network, 

a mission ministry focused on Unreached People Groups in Asia. 

 

Married for 36 years, they have shared several aspects of ministry. Sandy's interests 

include music, worship, and a new discovery of orality, telling God's story. Along-

side of their passion for the Church, they enjoy traveling, camping, photography, 

decorating, and spending time with their family. They have two children, a son and 

family in Denver, CO, and a daughter and family in Laguna Niguel, CA. As each of 

them has a two-year-old daughter, Ken and Sandy are proud grandparents of two 

with two more on the way! 

Jason Stromstad: Jason graduated from North Park Theological Seminary in 

2008. Prior to that, he graduated from Oak Hills Bible College. He is currently in his 

Chaplain Residency at Bronson Methodist Hospital in Kalamazoo, MI. Prior to that, 

he served at the Sauganash Community Church in Chicago, IL as pastor intern. Ja-

son will finish up his current commitment as Chaplin in September and is raising the 

support needed before moving to Scammon Bay. 

 

Jason is not a new-comer to Alaska. In the 1980ôs he served at KICY in Nome. He 

was also assigned to KYKD in Bethel when it first started under Byron Bruckner. 

Jason has also spent a good deal of time at the camp in Unalakleet. He has a real 

rapport with teens and children. 

Brad and Julie Olson: Brad comes to Golovin on the road less traveled. His edu-

cation has come from life and self-study. His church life in Battle Creek, MI has pro-

vided him with a body of believers where discipleship is important. He has fallen under 

the tutelage of his pastor and other staff at First Wes Church. Brad is also a pilot and 

mechanic, which he believes will serve him well in the State of Alaska. 

 

Julie has been a school teacher for a number of years but has decided to stay at home 

ever since little Zebulon entered into the Olson Family. Zeb is 18 months old. 

 

Brad and Julie have been coming up to Golovin for seven years. The village knows 

them well and they have developed a wonderful relationship with the teens and chil-

dren. They hope to return to Golovin before the 2009 year ends, but need to finish rais-

ing their support. 

Sandy shares the 

Scripture via drama 

on Sunday AM.. 

Julie shares her 

life testimony and 

Scripture while 

at Golovin 

Pastor John sees 

Jason as one who 

ñcomes along side.ò 
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Pray:  Our bi-monthly newsletter, ñChilling 

Newsò, is full of stories about the people and 

ministry of ECCAK throughout the state.  It also 

has a daily prayer calendar.  If you would like to 

be added to our mailing list, please let us know. 

Encouragement;   Writing and/or call-

ing those who serve in the bush is a great minis-

try!  Want to adopt a church or a pastor?  Ask for 

a prayer card of a pastor. 

Mission Teams:  There are often times when 

we have need for teams of people to come and 

join with a local church, camp, college, youth 

group, etc. For a specific construction project or 

outreach event. 

Volunteers:  The ECCAK office needs volun-

teers to assist in administration, grant writing, 

special projects, etc. 

Financial:   God often calls people to give to 

ECCAK beyond the normal local church tithe or 

churches to place ECCAK in their mission 

budget.  Some are led to leave a gift through es-

tate planning to carry on the work in Alaska into 

the future. 

Credit Card Donations:  ECCAK can now 

receive donations via credit cards.  The perforated 

tab on the Prayer Calendar allows for this giving 

option.  Also, you can contact Sara Scoles at the 

ECCAK office (907) 694-6348 and she will be 

happy to assist you. 

Teachers or Nurses:  Christian teachers or 

nurses often come to Bush Alaska as 

ñmissionariesò and serve in the local Covenant 

church during off hours. 

Pastors/Youth Workers:  Often we have 

empty pulpits and are in need of pastors, short 

and long-term.  Many villages have no one reach-

ing out to the youth. 

Donate Air Miles:  Many people accumulate 

free air miles.  Please consider donating some to 

ECCAK to help a bush pastor and family get 

away for some R & R. 

The ECCAK mission is: To make disciples 

of Christ through a diverse culturally rele-

vant witness by healthy missional churches 

and their supporting organizations. 

 

The ECCAK Vision is: To challenge and 

assist every local church to become one that 

GROWSé 

   G = Godôs Word 

      R = Relationships 

         O = Outreach 

            W = Worship 

               S = Service 
 

The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska 
[ECCAK] is a non-conference ñfieldò of the Covenant 

Church of America.  We are dependent on the gifts 

from churches and people to carry out our mission for 
Christôs sake in Alaska. 

 

Field Director: Rodney J. Sawyer 

Associate Field Director: Nathan Toots 

Office Manager: Sara Scoles 

Answer: Mind Control Game 
Sadly, Denmark is an unlikely place to find 

gray elephants and orange kangaroos.  

19 

Explanation to: Three Men in a Motel 
The faulty reasoning lies in the addition at the 

end. 3 x $9 does equal $27, but the $2 tip is in-

cluded in that $27, so it makes no sense to add the 

$2 to $27 to make $29. They paid $25 for the 

hotel room, $2 for the tip ($27), and then got $1 

back each to make the original $30.  

For sale: parachute ,  
used only once, 

never been opened,  

small stain.   

GOD MATH  
 3 nails + 1 cross = 4 given  
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My husband said if I 

were to buy anymore 

shoes I had to throw 

out some, so I threw 

out some of his.  

Human Behavior...
 A Funny Thing: W

hy do 

people keep ru
nning over a

 strin
g a dozen 

tim
es with th

eir v
acuum cleaner, t

hen re
ach 

down, p
ick it u

p, e
xamine it, 

then put it 
down 

to give th
e vacuum one m

ore chance? 

I started out in this 

world with absolutely 

nothing and I still 

have most of it left! 

Perspective is Everything  
Wrinkles  are  something  everyone  else  has. 

 
You  have  character  lines.   

Everyone brings joy to my houseé

some when the comeé 

and some when they leave.  

Advice for most preachers: 

Make sure you have finished 

speaking before your audience 

has finished listening. 

The following sentence is tru
e.  

The preceding sentence is false.  

For sale: parachute ,  
used only once, 

never been opened,  

small stain.   

Help W
anted:  

A Telepathic Person. 
 

You know where to apply.  

NOTICE:  

The seminar on ñTime Travelò will be held two weeks ago.

  

CHIC NEWS : 113 Alaskans went to CHIC this year! 48 

from Eagle River, 30 from Unalakleet, 1 from Koyuk, 1 from 

Golovin, 1 from Nome, 1 from Scammon Bay, 2 from Mountain 

Village, 3 from Bethel, 16 from Anch. First, and 10 from Mat-Su! 

CBC Blessed by Samaritanõs Purse 

Franklin Graham has long had an affinity 

with Alaska. During his rebellious days as a 

youth, he had his hand on the throttle of any 

motorcycle or air plane. He also had his foot 

on the sidewalks of Front Street in Nome, 

which hosts a number of taverns. Even dur-

ing these days of running from the Lord, 

Alaska was embedded in his heart for a pur-

pose. God had plans for Franklin Graham. 

 

After the fire in 

Hooper Bay a few 

years ago, Frank-

linôs heart has 

been stirred to 

come along side 

those who live 

and share the gospel in Western Alaska. 

 

Covenant Bible Camp is one such ministry. 

Of course, you cannot think ñBible campò 

without thinking of Chip Swanson, who has 

been the most prominent visionary of Bible 

camp for all its 

years. Located on 

the North River 10 

miles outside of 

Unalakleet, it has 

played a vital role 

in reaching the 

young people of 

Alaska for years! 

 

Several years ago, 

a spot was cleared 

for a new temple under the leadership and vision of 

Chip Swanson. It has set empty for such a time as 

thisé the summer of 2009, all in the Lordôs good 

time. 

 

Samaritanôs Purse has 

seen fit to donate a new 

temple for the camp. ñIt is 

a facility beyond our wild-

est dreamsò says current 

Camp Director Byron 

Bruckner. Let us all praise 

God from whom all bless-

ing flow as the new tem-

ple is finished out this 

summer by a host of vol-

unteers from all over the 

country! 

 

A special note of appreciation needs to also go to 

three men who poured out ñblood, sweat and tearsò 

to see the temple come into being. They are Doug 

Olsen from the Harbor Covenant Church in Gig Har-

bor, WA, Dave 

Cunningham, who 

serves on the CBC 

Board and is a resi-

dent of Unalakleet, 

and finally, R. L. 

Davis, who serves 

with Samarianôs 

Purse and was pro-

ject manager for the 

temple. Dave Cunningham Doug Olsen                 R. L. Davis 

3 

I Kings 9:3 [nlt] The Lord said to (Solomon), ñI have heard your prayer and your petition. I have 

set this Temple apart to be holyðthis place you have built where my name will be honored for-

ever. I will always watch over it, for it is dear to my heart.ò 

Chip Swanson,  

CBC Visionary! 



ECCAK Annual Meeting will join in the KICY celebration as it is 

held in Nome on April 14-18, 2010. Special speakers will include ECC President, Gary 

Walter and Executive Director of CG&E, Dave Olson. Please mark you calendar and 

come to Nome for this time of praising God from Whom all blessing flow. 
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is preparing to celebrate its 50th Anniversary of being on the air. At 

the ECC Annual Meeting in Portland this last June, a special salmon 

dinner was held as many gathered to kick off the celebration of Godôs 

hand orchestrating that first broadcast on Easter Sunday, April 17, 

1960! The poem on the next page was written by Pastor Greg Asi-

makoupoulos in tribute of the year of celebration.  

KICY General Manager, Dennis Weidler, shares 

with crowd at the ECC Annual Meeting in Port-

land after eating freshly caught Alaskan salmon! 

Luda Kinok shares about the Russian speaking pro-

grams that are beamed into Russia and Siberia daily, 

from KICY. Her voice has become very familiar to 

a host of people, many only known by God. Re-

cently, KICY received a letter from a man in China! 

Check out these Covenant websites 
 Covenant Newswire Service:  www.covchurch.orgðclick on the Newswire button 

Advocacy for Victims of Abuse:  www.covchurch.org/women/ava Covenant Bible Camp (CBC):  www.cyak.org/about/cbc.html Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska:  www.eccak.org Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK):  www.cyak.org New Hope Counseling Center: www.nhccak.org Alaska Christian College:  www.akcc.org KICY: www.kicy.org 

No Brains Required... 
I think hunting is better than logic, but I can't prove it.  

If a thing is worth doing, it would have been done al-
ready.  

It's hard to make a comeback when you haven't been 
anywhere.  

A closed mouth gathers no foot.  

If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?  

Hypochondria is the only disease I have yet to get. 

I tried to daydream, but my mind kept wandering.  
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Three Men in a Motel Math Puzzle 

Three men decided to split the cost of a hotel room. The hotel manager gave them a price of 

$30. The men split the bill evenly, each paying $10, and retired to their room. 

However, the manager realized that it was a Wednesday night, which meant the hotel had a special: 

rooms were only $25. He had overcharged them $5! 

He promptly called the bellboy, gave him five one-dollar bills and told him to return it to the men. When 

the bellboy explained the situation to the men, they were so pleased at the honesty of the establishment 

that they promptly tipped the bellboy $2 of the $5 he had returned and each kept $1 for himself. 

The Problem: Each of the three men ended up paying $9 (their original $10, minus $1 back) totalling 

$27, plus $2 for the bellboy makes $29. Where did the extra dollar go? 

 

Explanation on page 19.  



 

 

2009 
COS Meeting    Sept. 11-18  Minneapolis, MN 

ECCAK GC Meeting  Sept. 25-27  Palmer, AK 

Covenant Womenôs Retreat Sept. 25-27  Willow, AK  

NHCC Fundraising Dinner Oct. 24   Soldotna, AK 

ECCAK Pastor Leader Retreat Nov. 3-6   Palmer, AK 

NHCC Board Meeting  Nov. 7   Soldotna, AK 

ACC Board Meeting  Nov. 13-14  Eagle River, AK 

2010 
ECC Midwinter   Jan. 25-28  Denver, CO 

ECCAK Annual Meeting  Apr. 14-18  Nome, AK 

The ECCAK Team ñ  òIn it together...ó 
 

Our Churches 
Nome, White Mountain Covenant, Golovin Covenant, Elim Covenant, Koyuk Covenant, Shaktoolik Cove-

nant, Unalakleet Covenant, Fairbanks Covenant, Mat-Su Covenant, Eagle River Covenant, Korean Hope 

Covenant, New Song Covenant, Anchorage First, Bethel Covenant, Mekoryuk Covenant, Hooper Bay Cove-

nant, Scammon Bay Covenant, Mountain Village Covenant, Kalskag Bible Chapel, Soldotna/Kenai Plant 

 

Our Supporting Organizations 

Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF) 

Covenant Youth of A laska (CYAK) 

Chickaloon Retreat Center (CRC) 

Alaska Christian College (ACC) 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC) 

KICY  Radio 

Unalakleet Cook Book Opportunity! The Covenant Church of Unalakleet has cookbooks 

available with wonderful recipes from many of the local folks. To order, mail to POB 209, Unalakleet, 

AK, 99684. Cost for 1 is $20, for 2 is $30. Make checks payable to ñUnalakleet Sewing Circle.ò 

ECCAK Churches in need of staff: 
Elim Covenant Church Pastor 

Kalskag Bible Chapel: Pastor 

No Name Church of Anchorage: No Name Church Planter 

Shaktoolik Covenant Church: Pastor 
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Just before the sun arose 
that drab gray Easter day, 
God smiled. 
And the brilliance of His countenance 
countered the darkness 
that had covered the land 
for what seemed like an eternity. 
  
The Creator knew 
what was about to dawn that day. 
He would use Art to display His glory 
and dazzle a colorless world 
hung-over from a not-so-good Friday. 
A world staggering 
in a stupor of hopelessness, 
attempting to sleep off its depression  
and imprisoned behind the bars 
of Front Street. 
  
The canvas of His sovereign plan 
(framed by a century of pioneer missions) 
was about to be unveiled. 
  
Though winter had officially passed, 
the snow and bitter cold 
mocked spring's promise. 
Only the gradual increase in daylight 
signaled a change. 
That and another signal. 
A flashing beacon 
from a tower above the tundra 
called attention to a Nome phenomenon. 
A simple radio station. 
  
And that station's control room 
would on that Easter Sunday 
double as an empty tomb. 
For out of that sacred space 
amazing grace would be heard. 
  
It was the voice of truth 
announcing the good news 

that Christ is risen 
and that His resurrection power  
is capable of defeating 
every imaginable demon of darkness 
that for far too long had dominated the 
landscape  
of the Great Land way up north 
and prevented the Good News from be-
ing known 
way down deep in the tree-less soil 
of the human soul. 
  
And for nearly fifty years 
that life-giving power has been 
both the means and the message 
resounding in the village and in the wild. 
It is a power that has refused to be tamed. 
It is a power that reaches 
the villages of Norton Sound. 
It is a power that reaches the rocky 
beaches 
of Eastern Siberia and beyond. 
It is a power that has proven capable 
of penetrating into cold hearts 
that have begun to thaw 
from their permafrost hardness. 
  
Praise God for a broadcast ministry 
that makes known the narrow way 
in a myriad of ways 
in such a way that long days 
and even longer nights 
are warmed by the everlasting arms 
of One bearing the weight of a world 
that He imagined, created, sustains, visited 
and for which He died. 
A world less cold and dark 
because of the voice of the arctic 
and four letters that call 
its God-given ministry to mind. 
K-I-C-Y. 
  
by Greg Asimakoupoulos 

is preparing to celebrate its 50th Anniversary of being on the air. At 

the ECC Annual Meeting in Portland this last June, a special salmon 

dinner was held as many gathered to kick off the celebration of Godôs 

hand orchestrating that first broadcast on Easter Sunday, April 17, 

1960! The poem on the next page was written by Pastor Greg Asi-

makoupoulos in tribute of the year of celebration.  
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The Dawn of a New Day 


