
Evangelical Covenant Church of  Alaska 
P.O. Box 770749 

Eagle River, Alaska  99577-0749 

Phone: 907-694-6348 

Fax: 907-694-6378 

Email: info@eccak.org 

www.eccak.org 

PRSRT STD 

NONPROFIT ORG 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

EAGLE RIVER, AK 

PERMIT NO. 20 

ECCAK!  

Mail to:  
 

   

 

Reaching People for Christôs Sake from near the North Pole 

Chilling News   
that Warms the heart! 

Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska  

Sled Building or Team Sled Building or Team 

Building?Building?  
44  

Alaskan Chaplin Alaskan Chaplin   

ReportReport  
55  

CMJ Prophetic Mes-CMJ Prophetic Mes-

sagesage  
66  

Minnesotan CalledMinnesotan Called  77  

Prayer Calendar for Prayer Calendar for 

MarchMarch  
88  

Prayer Calendar for Prayer Calendar for 

AprilApril  
99  

Wanted: Old PicturesWanted: Old Pictures  1010  

Tid BitsTid Bits  1111  

Whatôs Happeninô?Whatôs Happeninô?  1212  

Just StuffJust Stuff  1414  

How Can I Help?How Can I Help?  1515  

Inside this issue:  

Mar/Apr 2009  Alaskaõs LossñHeavenõs Gain 

Retired Evangelical Covenant 

Church (ECC) missionary Hans 

Roald Amundsen, 94, who helped 

lead the expansion of the denomi-

nationôs work in Alaska since 1945, 

died December 4th, 2008. Amund-

sen was born October 7, 1914, in 

Rockford, Illinois. He married Har-

riet Swanson on July 26, 1944. 

Amundsen graduated from Seattle 

Pacific College in 1941 and from 

North Park Theological Seminary 

in 1945. He began serving the ECC 

in Alaska after being called by the 

Department of World Mission to 

Nome in 1945. 

[By Pastor Harvey Fiskeaux] The 

Kotzebue Friends Church was 

packed with family and friends to 

say good-bye to dad, brother, un-

cle, grandpa, friend and fellow 

covenant pastor Fred Savok.  The 

three hour service was filled with 

songs and comments that took us 

from deep sorrow and loss to hu-

morous anecdotes of laughter from 

Fred's life and ministry.  I was hon-

ored to share God's Word in the 

service with local Pastor Johnny 

Snyder and Lee Stalker.  I also read 

letters of tribute from our Field 

Roald Amundsen 
Oct. 7, 1914ðDec. 4, 2008 

Cont. Amundsen p.3 

Fred Savok 
June 21, 1922ðJan. 8, 2009 

Cont. Savok p.2 



Director, Rev. Rodney Sawyer and our covenant 

President, Rev. Gary Walter. 

 

The snow was piled high and 

the temperature was cold and 

windy as we made our way 

through deep snow to the 

grave site that had been dug 

several days earlier with jack 

hammers and picks.  Bundled 

in our furs against the wind, I 

lead in a brief committal ser-

vice and we sang "In the 

Sweet By and By".  After the 

final words were given, the 

men began to fill the grave with the frozen soil.  

My heart was deeply moved as I once again was 

forced to say good-bye to a very dear friend and 

brother.    

 

All I could do was tearfully salute as this valiant 

soldier of the Cross was laid to rest waiting the 

glorious resurrection at the end of the age.  After 

a life time of service to Christ, I could almost 

hear the Captain of our Salvation say joyfully to 

Fred upon his entrance into heaven, "Well done 

thou good and faithful servant, enter into the joy 

of the Lord." 

 

 

More on Savoké 
 

Fred Amos Savok (Kipmalook) 

June 21, 1922-January 08, 2009 

 

Fred Savok was born in Shaktoolik, Alaska on 

June 21, 1922.  He was the fifth child born to 

John and Lily Savok and the only one born in a 

Covenant Church area.  The other children were 

born in the Friends Church area.  The family left 

Shaktoolik in 1923, moving back up North.  

Fred's first memories as a child were of morning 

2 

Savok continued... devotion everyday in the family home. 

 

In 1948, he met Gladys in Elim, and they 

were married April 23, 1949, in White 

Mountain.  Fred loved his wife Gladys dearly 

and did until the day he left us to be with her.  

Fred and Gladys adopted four 

children; Robert, Rhoda, Ron, 

and Walter.  He also has seven 

grand- children; Henry, Laura, 

Max, Kate, and Bill Kohl, 

Christopher and Ernest Carver-

Savok.  And three great grand-

children; Hank Elvis Karr, 

Kaylee Alexa Kohl, and Celeste 

Raeann Savok.  Fred also 

leaves behind a lot of friends 

and family members too numer-

ous to name. 

 

Fred also served two years in the Army Na-

tional Guard; Served as a pastor for 32 years; 

served in the Radio Ministry, in three lan-

guages for over 20 years; served on the EC-

CAK Council, Chairman for many years.  

His work history of 86 years include; Large 

& Small engine operator; Truck Driver, all 

sizes; Earth Moving equipment; mechanic, 

heavy equipment.  Tour Guide and Bus 

Driver; postal clerk, Mental health counselor 

including alcohol counselor; State of Vital 

Statistics Recorder; Served on the State 

Board of Pharmacy; Gold mining; KICY 

Radio Announcer. 

 

He also went to Covenant Bible Institute in 

Marshall, Alaska; American School, Chi-

cago, Illinois and NW Community College, 

Nome, Alaska for 2 years. 

If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, 
we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or 
die, we belong to the Lord. . Romans 14:8 

Pray:  Our bi-monthly newsletter, ñChilling 

Newsò, is full of stories about the people and 

ministry of ECCAK throughout the state.  It also 

has a daily prayer calendar.  If you would like to 

be added to our mailing list, please let us know. 

Encouragement;   Writing and/or call-

ing those who serve in the bush is a great minis-

try!  Want to adopt a church or a pastor?  Ask for 

a prayer card of a pastor. 

Mission Teams:  There are often times when 

we have need for teams of people to come and 

join with a local church, camp, college, youth 

group, etc. For a specific construction project or 

outreach event. 

Volunteers:  The ECCAK office needs volun-

teers to assist in administration, grant writing, 

special projects, etc. 

Financial:   God often calls people to give to 

ECCAK beyond the normal local church tithe or 

churches to place ECCAK in their mission 

budget.  Some are led to leave a gift through es-

tate planning to carry on the work in Alaska into 

the future. 

Credit Card Donations:  ECCAK can 

now receive donations via credit cards.  

The perforated tab on the Prayer Calen-

dar allows for this giving option.  Also, 

you can contact Sara Scoles at the ECCAK office 

(907) 694-6348 and she will be happy to assist 

you. 

Teachers or Nurses:  Christian teachers or 

nurses often come to Bush Alaska as 

ñmissionariesò and serve in the local Covenant 

church during off hours. 

Pastors/Youth Workers:  Often we have 

empty pulpits and are in need of pastors, short 

and long-term.  Many villages have no one reach-

ing out to the youth. 

Donate Air Miles:  Many people accumulate 

free air miles.  Please consider donating some to 

ECCAK to help a bush pastor and family get 

The ECCAK mission is: To make disciples 

of Christ through a diverse culturally rele-

vant witness by healthy missional churches 

and their supporting organizations. 

 

The ECCAK Vision is: To challenge and 

assist every local church to become one that 

GROWSé 

   G = Godôs Word 

      R = Relationships 

         O = Outreach 

            W = Worship 

               S = Service 
 

The Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska 
[ECCAK] is a non-conference ñfieldò of the Covenant 

Church of America.  We are dependent on the gifts 

from churches and people to carry out our mission for 
Christôs sake in Alaska. 

 

Field Director: Rodney J. Sawyer 

Associate Field Director: Nathan Toots 

Office Manager: Sara Scoles 
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My Old BibleMy Old Bible  
  

Though the cover is worn, Though the cover is worn,   

And the pages are torn,And the pages are torn,  

And though places bear traces of tears, And though places bear traces of tears,   

Y e t  m o r e  p r e c i o u s  t h a n  g o l d  Y e t  m o r e  p r e c i o u s  t h a n  g o l d    

I s  t h i s  B o o k  w o r n  a n d  o l d ,  I s  t h i s  B o o k  w o r n  a n d  o l d ,    

That can shatter and scatter my fears.That can shatter and scatter my fears.  

This old Book is my guide,This old Book is my guide,  

Tis a friend by my side, 

It will lighten and brighten my way;  

And each promise I find 

Soothes and gladdens the mind,  

As I read it and heed it each day. 

To this Book I will cling, 

Of its worth I will sing, 

Though great losses and crosses be mine;  

For I cannot despair, 

Though surrounded by care, 

While possessing this blessing Divine. 

ðAnonymous 

15 



The Only Exercise Some People Get!  
 

Jumping on the bandwagon   

Wading through paperwork 

Running around in circles   

Pushing their luck 

Spinning their 

wheels 

   

Adding fuel to 

the fire 

Beating their head against the wall  

Climbing the walls 

Beating their own drum 

Dragging their heels 

Jumping to conclusions 

Grasping at straws 

MAN WAS CARRYING a heavy bas-

ket. His son asked to help him. The 

father cut a stick and placed it 

through the handle of the basket so 

that the end toward himself was very 

short, while the end toward the boy 

was three or four times as long. Each 

took hold of his end of the stick, and 

the basket was lifted and easily car-

ried. The son was bearing the bur-

den with the father, but he found his 

work easy and light because his fa-

ther assumed the heavy end of the 

stick. Just so it is when we bear the 

yoke with Christ; He sees to it that 

the burden laid on us is light; He car-

ries the heavy end! ðJohn T. Faris  

 

Brilliant Deduction  

"Now this is the verbal part of your employment test," said the 
interviewer. "Can you tell me what 
gross aggrandized annuity means?" 
 

"Certainly," replied the applicant. 
"It means I don't get the job."  
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A nice thing 

about being 

old  and se-

nile is that 

you can hide 

your own 

Easter Eggs! 

He came to pay a debt He didn't owe, 

because we owed a debt we couldn't pay. 

Sometimes I smile simply 

because I have no idea 

what's going on.  

14 
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He earned his pilotôs license in 1946 and flew 

supplies across much of the mission field. In an 

earlier An-

nual Meeting 

report, he 

noted that in 

1948 he flew 

40,000 miles 

carrying out 

work that 

i n c l u d e d 

transporting 

children to 

h o s p i t a l s , 

d e l i v e r i n g 

food supplies 

and bringing 

missionaries 

together for 

meetings. 

 

Flying the 

Bush re-

gion of 

Alaska is a 

dangerous job and Amundsen had his share of 

close calls, but he remembered them with his 

trademark humor. In an article published in 

2004, Amundsen recalled running low on fuel 

during one trip in which he was transporting 

three passengers to Unalakleet at the conclusion 

of a mission trip. He was forced to land in the 

dark on top of a mountain. ñI aimed for this 

rolling hill, put the plane down and then the hill 

was gone. It just dropped off (on the other 

side),ò he said. ñI came around again and my 

landing lights caught the mountain, and we 

managed to land safely.ò 

 

The Civil Air Patrol was dispatched and 

dropped two sleeping bags and food for the 

stranded travelers. The next morning, others 

delivered a can of gas so he was able to fly off 

the mountain and complete the journey. ñIôve 

Amundsen continued... 

flown over that mountain many times since, and 

Iôve still not found a place to land,ò he quipped. 

 

The increase in the number of planes flying for 

various mission organizations led to 

a greater need for people trained to 

do repairs. In 1964, Amundsen 

moved to Soldotna and began the 

nonprofit Mission Aviation Repair 

Center. It has provided pilot training 

as well as repair service. Amundsen 

had a passion to help the people in 

the impoverished Bush villages 

learn skills that would provide in-

comes. That desire led to the crea-

tion of the Amundsen Education 

Center (AEC), a Christian voca-

tional training school that primarily 

serves Alaska Native students. 

 

When a parcel of land was donated 

to Amundsen for charitable pur-

poses in the mid-1990s, he part-

nered with Covenant ministers 

Maynard Londborg and Donald 

Bruckner as well as Dr. Robert 

Fortuine to found the school, which was incorpo-

rated in 1996. The founders decided to name the 

school in Amundsenôs honor in recognition of his 

years of service. 

  

The students have built a house together each 

year over the past several years. The students do 

all aspects of the home construction, beginning in 

the fall. The houses are sold in the spring, with 

the funds benefitting the school. 

  

Amundsen served as chaplain and Bible teacher 

at AEC until his health began to fail in the last 

year and a half. [Provided by the Covenant News 

Service.] 

Psa lm  116:15 (NIV)  

Prec ious in the  sig ht of the  

Lord is the  dea th of his sa ints.  

THE FOUR MUSKATEERS?  

(from left) Bruckner, Londborg, Amundsen, and Fortuine. 



Sleds in Alaska are still vital to living in Bush 

Alaska. However, dogs are not the primary 

ñpullersò since the introduction of the combusti-

ble engine. Now, Snogoôs [snowmobiles] bring 

in caribou, moose for food or chainsawed logs 

for heating the home.  

 

The team pictured above is in the process of 

making a sled for the McElwee Family in White 

Mountain. The names of the guys are [left to 

right] Nick Bruckner from Wasilla, James Bare-

foot from Palmer, Jack Kinekak from Tuluksak 

[now a Job Corp student in Palmer] and Thomas 

Allakayak from Manokotak. Thomas is a former 

ACC student. Both Jack and Thomas are partici-

pants in CYAK ministries along with Nick. The 

Chicken or Egg vs. Sled Building or Team Building 

sled will be given on behalf of Still Water Minis-

tries. 

 

To build a sled like this requires many hours. 

Which came first? A team or a sled? You will 

have to figure that one out, but we know that 

more than a sled was built over the course of 

time it required. Deeper friendships, discipleship 

times and kindred spirits were built as well. A 

good guess might be that they both came into 

their fullest at the finishing of the sled. 

 

One final thought: Surely the McElwees will feel 

the love and care extended to them and many 

pounds of cargo will be hauled over the snow-

covered tundra for years to come. 
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Riddle 1: Give me food and I will live; give me water and I will die. What am I?  

Riddle 2: What did Adam say to his wife on the day before Christmas?  

[Solutions on page 12] 

2 RIDDLES 

Check out these Covenant websites 

 

Covenant Newswire Service:  www.covchurch.orgðclick on the Newswire button 

Advocacy for Victims of Abuse:  www.covchurch.org/women/ava 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC):  www.cyak.org/about/cbc.html 

Evangelical Covenant Church of Alaska:  www.eccak.org 

Covenant Youth of Alaska (CYAK):  www.cyak.org 

New Hope Counseling Center: www.nhccak.org 

Alaska Christian College:  www.akcc.org 

KICY: www.kicy.org 

ECCAK Churches in need of staff: 
Anchorage First Covenant: Senior Pastor 

Fairbanks Community Covenant Church: Senior Pastor 

Golovin Covenant Church: Pastor 

Kalskag Bible Chapel: Pastor 

No Name Church of Soldotna: No Name Church Planter 

No Name Church of Anchorage: No Name Church Planter 

Scammon Bay Covenant Church: Pastor 

     Hillbilly Advice... 
 

Always drink upstream from the herd.  

Think education is expensive? Try ignorance! 

Fergive yer enemies. It messes up their heads.  

It don't take a very big person to carry a grudge.  

Most of the stuff people worry óbout ain't never gonna happen anyway! 

Live a good, honorable life. Then when ya get older and think back, you'll enjoy it a second time.  

The biggest troublemaker you'll ever have ta deal with looks at ya from the mirror everô mornin'.  

Good judgment comes from experience, and a lotta that comes from bad judgment.  

13 

Don't expect a thousand-dollar answer to a ten-cent prayer. 

Do you believe 

in love at first 

sight or should I 

walk into the 

room again? 



 

 

2009 ECCAK 
CMJ Meeting   Mar. 24-25  Chicago, IL 

ACC Uiniq   April 2-5  Soldotna, AK 

ACC Board Meeting  Apr. 3-4   Soldotna, AK 

ECCAK GC Meeting  April 18   Hooper Bay, AK 

ECCAK Annual Meeting  April 15-19  Hooper Bay, AK 

Healing Prayer Seminar  April 30ï May 2  Eagle River CCC 

ABA Meeting   May 2   Nome, AK 

AEC Graduation   May 2   Soldotna, AK 

ACC Graduation   May 3   Soldotna, AK 

2009 Bible Camp 
Leadership Camp   May 27-June 1  North River 

High School Camp  June 1-June 8 

Jr High Camp   June 8-June 15 

Trailblazer   June 15-June 20 

Pathfinder   June 20-June 25 

VISION    Aug. 4ð Aug. 9 

The ECCAK Ministry Team ñ  òIn it together...ó 
 

Our Churches 
Nome, White Mountain Covenant, Golovin Covenant, Elim Covenant, Koyuk Covenant, Shaktoolik Cove-

nant, Unalakleet Covenant, Fairbanks Covenant, Mat-Su Covenant, Eagle River Covenant, Korean Hope 

Covenant, New Song Covenant, Anchorage First, Bethel Covenant, Mekoryuk Covenant, Hooper Bay 

Covenant, Scammon Bay Covenant, Mountain Village Covenant, Kalskag Bible Chapel 

 

Our Supporting Organizations 

Campus Christian Fellowship (CCF) 

Covenant Youth of A laska (CYAK) 

Alaska Christian College (ACC) 

Covenant Bible Camp (CBC) 

KICY  Radio (ABA) 

Whatõs Cookin? The Covenant Church of Unalakleet has cookbooks available with wonderful 

recipes from many of the local folks. To order, mail to POB 209, Unalakleet, AK, 99684. Cost for 1 is 

$20, for 2 is $30. Make checks payable to ñUnalakleet Sewing Circle.ò 
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"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter." -- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Alaskan Chaplain Report 
Providing support to Special Forces Soldiers 

out of Fort Bragg North Carolina is a chal-

lenging ministry for Army Chaplain John 

Grauer.  Jumping out of planes, along with 

physical training and teaching marriage 

classes to army personnel and their spouses is 

only a small part of the job of Chaplain.   Pres-

ently deployed to Afghanistan, CPT Grauer 

must fly hundreds of miles at a time to provide 

support  to the 

Soldiers of 7th 

Special Forces 

Group 3rd Bat-

talion who are 

spread out over 

through some of 

the most un-

populated re-

gions of the 

country.   The 

mission of Spe-

cial Forces is to 

conduct special-

ized operations 

such as, uncon-

ventional war-

fare, and 

counter terrorism actions, by providing sup-

port and working with the indigenous popula-

tions and to help with security and to end the 

threat of oppression from such groups as the 

Taliban, and other insurgencies who present a 

threat to the people of Afghanistan. 

 

During the past four months, CPT John 

Grauer has went out on several operations, 

participated in Humanitarian Assistance mis-

sions to distribute food to villages and has 

conducted multiple worship services, Bible 

studies and created a website specifically de-

signed for the Soldiers to help them in their 

spiritual walk.  Perhaps the most difficult job of 

Chaplain is to honor the Soldiers who have died in 

combat.  On one occasion Chaplain Grauer flew 

hundredôs of miles to provide support after a Spe-

cial Operations Soldier died in battle during an 

operation where enemy Taliban, who were vying 

for control and power within Afghanistan, were 

operating.  Several of the enemy Taliban, were 

killed along with a Special Operations Soldier who 

died after sustaining a 

critical wound. Be-

fore the Soldier died, 

he had heroically 

fought back until he 

gave his life for his 

fellow Soldiers.   The 

Soldiers of the unit 

shared the experience 

of how one man had 

literally given his life 

to help those around 

him.  CPT Grauer 

provided counsel, 

care and spiritual 

guidance during this 

difficult circumstance 

and gave the opportu-

nity for Soldiers to share and to begin the process 

of healing and closure.  CPT Grauer has conducted 

several memorial ceremonies and is often called 

upon to help with critical care and counseling 

when such tragedy occurs within the Battalion.  ñIt 

is vitally important to let Soldiers know and under-

stand that they have the support of the unit.ò  The 

counseling provided is geared to help the Soldiers 

alleviate any fears of guilt or anger, which many 

times accompany the Soldier when they are in-

volved in such a tragedy.  Helping the Soldiers to 

grieve the loss of a friend and understand that they 

did the very best that they could have under the 

most difficult circumstance is one such goal in 

counseling. 

5 
Psalm 91:4 (NIV) He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you 

will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.  


